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Acts of hatred impact campus community 
LIZ BUCKLEY 
EDITOR IN CHIEF 
Recent reports of a bias-moti­
vated statement and two written 
hate crimes at USD are under 
investigation by Public Safety. 
The incidents occurred within 
a week of each other beginning 
on Feb. 3 and ending on Feb. 9. 
In 2008, 15 hate crimes and 
bias-related incidents were re­
ported on-campus, up from 11 
reported in 2007, according to 
the Public Safety website. 
Two months into 2009, the 
report of three incidents is dis­
turbing to Claire Kelly, senior, 
who is Co-Chair of PRIDE and 
works in the United Front Mul­
ticultural Center. "I have been 
hearing a lot of people who were 
here last year say, 'oh not again,'" 
Kelly said. "There is outrage 
among the people I know. We are 
sad and angry." 
Last year PRIDE was directly 
affected by the hate crimes. 
Joshua Vergara, sophomore 
and PRIDE member, recalls that 
a PRIDE display outside of the 
Multicultural Center was de­
faced. "As a freshman, I knew 
that no campus was perfect, but 
I didn't realize so early in my 
campus career that I would expe­
rience something so impacting, 
so hateful." 
With United Front, Vergara 
helped organize a rally to raise 
awareness about the impact of 
hate crimes. Vergara said it was 
encouraging to see so many stu­
dents come together and contrib­
ute to the event. "We advocated 
for more action and investigation 
See CRIME, page 5 
RYAN BRENNANAHE VISTA 
2 Thursday, February 19, 2009 
NEWS News Editor: Anne Slagill Asst. News Editor: Allyson Hunt aslagill@usdvista.com 
"I really wish I had abs," con­
fessed a gentleman pal one night, 
as we finished our friendly game of 
midnight chess. "Well, everyone's 
got abs," I replied quite seriously, 
"yours are just hiding under a layer 
of fat." Luckily, the incredible dis­
comfort that followed did not last 
long. He overlooked my blunder and 
we both laughed. 
Of course 1 know that other peo­
ple's body fat is a taboo subject. Per­
haps it was the late-night brain sweat 
that caused me to reply so scientifi­
cally. It seems I have a special knack 
for inserting my foot in my mouth, 
but not in a cool circus-trick kind of 
way. And for the record, I think that 
my chess buddy is wonderfully hand­
some, though he may never forgive 
me for resurrecting our awkward 
moment in this column. 
The Oxford English Dictionary 
defines "Taboo" as, "an expres­
sion or topic considered offensive 
and hence avoided or prohibited by 
social custom." As the etymological 
story goes, Captain James Cook, who 
had traveled to the Pacific Islands, 
introduced "taboo" to English after 
picking up the term from Polynesian 
Natives. 
Charles Hodgson, author of the 
etymology blog podictionary.com 
explains. "You can imagine an Eng­
lishman of the day blundering into 
the social customs of these islands, 
not having any idea what the local 
traditions were and so offending 
people left and right. Basically they 
were telling him 'don't do that.'" 
Apparently, the Tongan word 
"tabu" meant "set apart or forbid­
den." Cook and his crew are said to 
have committed so many social blun­
ders that the Natives stopped shout­
ing, "tabu" and began beating them 
with clubs. According to Hodgson, 
Cook never learned his lesson about 
cultural diplomacy and was killed by 
Native Hawaiians in 1779. 
Today the word has earned renown 
as the name of Hasbro's famous party 
game. It is also the name of several 
songs, television shows, movies and 
even a comic book. To be taboo in the 
21st century is edgy and cool. Even 
author J.K. Rowling, of Harry Potter 
fame, has capitalized on the taboo 
culture. According to Wikipedia, the 
taboo spell is "a jinx which may be 
placed upon a word or a name, so 
that whenever that word is spoken, a 
magical disturbance is created which 
alerts the caster of the Taboo to the 
location of the speaker." 
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1959 Fidel Castro becomes 
premier of Cuba after dictator 
Fulgencio Batista was over­
thrown on Jan. 1. 
1925 Harold Ross and Jane 
Grant found The New Yorker 
magazine; the debut issue is 
Feb.21,1925. 
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PROHIBITION 
ENDS AT LAST! 
1979 Snow falls in the 
Sahara Desert in southern 
Algeria for the only recorded 
time in history. 
•xh"~\ -4 -
1942 President Franklin D. 
Roosevelt signs order 9066, 
allowing the relocation of 
Japanese-Americans to in­
ternment camps. 
1933 The Congress 
proposes the Twenty-first 
Amendment to the Constitu­
tion, which would end Prohi­
bition. 
1965 Malcolm X is as­
sassinated at the Audubon 
Ballroom in New York City 
by members of the Nation of 
Islam. 
1819 Spain cedes Florida to 
the United States. 
HISTORY.COM, LIBRARY OF CONGRESS 
University Ministry supports manhood 
MOSES UTOMI 
STAFF WRITFR 
Let's play a word association game. 
When you see the word "manly," what 
is the first thing that comes to mind? 
Physical strength? Crude scratching 
and grunting? Chuck Norris? 
Director of University Ministry, 
Michael Lovette-Colyer, has a more 
complex answer to the question of 
manliness. "There is no single answer 
as to the definition of masculinity," he 
explained. "There are many different 
kinds of men, just as there are many 
different kinds of people." 
This philosophy is the foundation 
behind Men@USD, a weekend retreat 
designed to help the men of USD gain 
a better understanding of who they are 
and what they can accomplish. 
The idea was born out of conversa­
tions that revealed patterns in the way 
male students interacted with each other 
and the school around them. "Many of 
these patterns echoed the literature and 
research conducted at other universi­
ties," Lovette-Colyer said. "All of which 
has indicated that male college students 
may have distinctive needs, desires and 
sensibilities...things that our existing 
programming did not address." 
From Feb. 20-22, Men@USD will 
work to address these needs through 
activities and workshops about male 
identity, with a focus on leadership 
development. Communication Studies 
professors, Dr. Esteban Del Rio and Dr. 
Jonathan Bowman will help analyze the 
influence of the media on the perception 
of masculinity and examine how men 
communicate in their own unique way. 
They will also consider influences that 
have shaped the participants into who 
they are and attempt to identify the es­
sence of the male identity. 
"In the end, our hope is that the 
students who participate will have a 
sharper, more accurate sense of Self," 
Lovette-Colyer said. "With increased 
sense of self, the participants should be 
able to better exercise a variety of lead­
ership roles in an authentic way, both on 
campus and beyond." 
The Professor of the Game award rec­
ognizes outstanding professors at men's 
and women's basketball games. Award 
recipients are invited to the court at the 
first time-out and are congratulated with 
a small celebratory speech, a goody bag 
filled with USD paraphernalia and an 
achievement plaque. 
Associated Student president, Sydney 
McRae believes that the award helps to 
promote community at USD. "It brings 
faculty and students together in a situ­
ation where those two groups may not 
normally interact," she said. 
McRae and the Dean of the College 
of Arts and Sciences, Mary Boyd, came 
up with the idea when brainstorming 
about how to increase school spirit. 
They felt that the Professor of the Game 
award would give students an oppor­
tunity to show their appreciation for 
professors outside of classroom and in 
a more casual setting. 
Dr. Jonathon Bowman was recently 
named Professor of the Game and is 
pleased to have earned the recognition. 
"I am very honored and excited to win 
the award," he said. "Knowing that 
this award is solely student nominated 
meant a lot more to me than an award 
given to me by my peers." 
Bowman felt even more special when 
a group of his students approached him 
after the game to tell him that the main 
reason they attended the game was to 
cheer for him. 
Bowman's favorite part of the game 
was sitting on the base line and being 
treated like royalty. He also added that 
it would be neat for the professor who 
is being honored to choose one out­
standing student in their class to also be 
honored. This way, students would be 
directly involved in the game and bring 
their friends along to cheer. 
McRae is asking for submissions 
from all students. To nominate an out­
standing professor, e-mail Sydney: 
aspresident@sandiego .edu. 
Students nominate Professors of the Game 
CHRISTINA WOODWARD 
sSTAFF WRITFR 
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PUBLIC SAFETY REPORT 
February 9 
Location: ALCALA VISTAS 
At 5:03 a.m. a Department of Public 
Safety officer observed an individual 
exhibiting suspicious behavior near the 
Alcala Vista Apartments. Upon inves­
tigation, the individual was contacted 
and determined to be a resident student. 
SDPD was contacted based upon the 
student's behavior and the student's 
alleged alcohol violation. The student 
was placed into San Diego Police De­
partment's custody. 
February 10 
Location: PALOMAR HALL 
At 8:48 p.m. the De­
partment of Public 
i Safety received a theft 
report involving petty 
cash belonging to two 
resident students. Upon 
investigation, one sum of cash totaling 
$170 and another sum of cash totaling 
$70, was left unsecured among two 
residents' desk drawers. There were no 
signs of forced entry, and no other items 
were missing. 
February 11 
Location: SERRA HALL 
At 3:23 p.m. the Department of 
Public Safety received a report of a 
University-employee who had received 
an obscene e-mail. Upon investigation, 
the employee had received a disturbing 
e-mail with profane language from an 
individual who had been denied admis­
sion to the university. 
February 12 
Location: SAN JOSE HALL 
At 11:26 p.m. the 
Department of Public 
Safety assisted a 
Resident Assistant with 
a student who claimed 
to have not been drink­
ing but was exhibiting 
suspicious behavior. 
Upon investigation, 
students were cited for Hosting and 
Minor in Possession (MIP), six students 
were cited for MIP, and one student was 





Location: MISSIONS CROSSROADS 
At 9:41 p.m. 
the Department of 
Public Safety re­
ceived a report of an 
intoxicated student. 
Upon investigation, 
a resident student 
had been drinking at 
an off-campus party, 
and had returned via a 
cab. The student was 
evaluated by paramed­
ics, who determined she was too 
intoxicated to care for herself. The stu­
dent was transported to the hospital for 
further evaluation. 
Location: UNIVERSITY TERRACE 
APARTMENTS 
At 10:59 p.m. the Department of 
Public Safety observed a suspicious 
vehicle at an entrance to the UTA area. 
Upon investigation, the driver and his 
three passengers were identified as non-
students and had been smoking mari­
juana in the vehicle. SDPD responded 
and released three 
individuals, and trans­
ported the fourth individ­
ual as he was a minor. 
February 14 
Location: WEST PARKING STRUC­
TURE 
At 11:59 a.m. the Department of 
Public Safety received a report of 
vandalism to a commuter student's ve­
hicle. Upon investigation, an unknown 
individual had broken the driver's 
side rearview mirror with an unknown 
object. There was no other damage to 
the student's vehicle. 
February 15 
Location: SERRA HALL 
At 12:31 a.m. the Department of 
Public Safety received a report of an 
unknown individual who had attempted 
to enter a resident student's apartment. 
Upon investigation, the student was 
awoken by an unknown male individual 
who was unsuccessfully attempting to 
key into her door. 
Ryan Plourde: 
Because he brings energy 
to the newsroom with his 
nicknames, song selections 
and dance/workout moves. 
He will be legendary. 
Congratulations! 
Will you be next? 
CLASSIFIEDS: 
Home in Friars Villagetowrthomes, 
steps to USD. Fabulous upgrades 
include A/C. stainless steel appli­
ances. remodeled bathroom, engi­
neered wood floors, vista views, 
privacy, 3-car parking. Excellent 
value. Offered at $325,000. Call 
Pauline 619-995-3663. More at 
www.TheGoldenRuleAgent.com. 
Obama's decisions are not just economical 
MEREDITH SCHNEIDER 
STAFF WRITFR 
News . of the economic stimulus 
package has been broadcast relentlessly 
on both local and national news for the 
last few weeks, while President Barack 
Obama's other important decisions 
remain less televised. 
Obama has issued 10 executive orders 
and sent many memoranda to nearly all 
Cabinet Departments requesting vari­
ous types of action. Freshman Emily 
Gardner was surprised to learn that the 
president had been so busy. "While I as­
sumed he was doing something, I didn't 
realize how much he had accomplished 
already," she said. 
On his first day in office, Obama 
established an executive order about 
presidential records, sent out two mem­
oranda recommending that senior White 
House officials have their pay suspend­
ed and one asserting that the Freedom 
of Information Act be upheld. Obama's 
executive order discussed privileges of 
the former president as well as institut­
ing a policy of communication amongst 
Cabinet offices. 
The first memorandum attempts to 
place White House staff in solidar­
ity with the general public, which is 
facing the greatest economic crisis 
since the Great Depression. The second 
memorandum reaffirms the policy of 
political transparency and accountabil­
ity in which Obama maintains that his 
office will disclose information to the 
public. 
Since these first actions, Obama 
has issued eight other memoranda and 
nine more executive orders regard­
ing a myriad of issues. Many of these 
were highlighted during his campaign, 
including energy efficiency and health 
insurance. 
Through these executive orders, 
Obama has closed the Guantanamo 
Bay Detention Facility, established a 
no torture policy during interrogations, 
established new rules for government 
contracting and employee displace­
ment, created a council for faith-based 
and neighborhood partnerships to aid 
with methods to best deliver social ser­
vices, reversed the policy of not funding 
international groups that provide infor­
mation about or perform abortions and 
issued an order ensuring government 
labor agreements are honored and prog­
ress in a timely manner in addition to 
supporting his economic recovery bill 
in the House and Senate. 
Sophomore Nicole Russo is not sur­
prised that the economic stimulus plan 
has dominated media attention. "I think 
that's the big issue on everyone's mind 
and other issues are being sidetracked, 
but rightly so. It's an important issue to 
the people right now, it's a condition the 
nation is faced with. Everyone has such 
high expectations and everyone is bet­
ting form him and against him so now 
people are taking sides," Russo said. 
For a more specific look at what 
Obama has done, the memoranda and 
executive orders he has issued, go 
to whitehouse.gov and click on The 




Business - (619)* 260-4714 
Arts & Culture - (619) 260-7848 
Fax-(619) 260-4610 
URL - www.usdvista.com 
Liz Buckley - Editor in Chief 
Ashley McLean - Associate Editor 
Peter Cho - Managing Editor 
Anne Slagill - News Editor 
Allyson Hunt - Asst. News Editor 
Ryan Plourde - Opinion Editor 
Mary Beth Barker - Opinion Designer 
Gio Gonzales - Feature Editor 
Cynthia Duncan - Asst. Feature Editor 
Amy Yates - Feature Designer 
Raymond Ayala - Sports Editor 
Eric Ebner - Asst. Sports Editor 
Audrey Hoel - Sports Designer 
Kaitlin Perry - Arts & Culture Editor 
Ashley Benson - Asst. Arts & Culture 
Mercedes Kastner - Asst. Arts & Culture 
Carrie Widder- Arts & Culture Designer 
Lisa Sabido - Chief Copy Editor 
Ryan Brennan - Photo Editor 
Liz Crosby - Photographer 
Catherine Glenn - Photographer 
Marissa Winkler - Art Director 
Melissa Carrade - Director of Finance 
Lauren Miller - Ad. Manager 
Dr. David Sullivan - Academic Advisor 
Marie Minnick - Operations Advisor 
The Vista publication is written and edited 
by USD students and funded by revenues 
generated by advertising and a student 
fee. Advertising material published is for 
information purposes only and is not to 
be construed as an expressed or implied 
endorsement or verification of such 
commercial venues by the staff or University. 
The Vista office is located in the lower level 
of the University Center, room 114B. 
All inquiries should be sent to: 
The Vista 
5998 Alcala Park 
San Diego, CA 92110 
The first copies of the newspaper are compli­
mentary, all copies thereafter are 25 cents charge. 
Opinions expressed in this publication are not necessarily those of The Vista staff, the 
University of San Diego or of its student body. 
Letters to the Editor can be submitted to The Vista office. Letters should be limited to 
300 words and must be signed. For identification purposes, USD identification numbers 
and writer's year must be included in the letter. The Vista reserves the right to edit 
published letters. Any content sent to the editor will be considered for publication unless 
otherwise stated. 
NEWS The Vista Thursday, February 19, 2009 5 
Torero athletes have a fine mentor in Father Mullen 
ALBERT SAMAHA 
STAFF WRITFR 
The sound of gravel crunching is what 
a person can hear with the Rev. Owen 
Mullen's every step as he approaches 
the field. His stride is swift and long, 
yet his pace quickens once he reaches 
the soft green turf. The wide smile on 
his face stretches. As he closes in on 
the unsuspecting football player who is 
fully clad in padded gear, Father Mullen 
unleashes his fists of fury, ducking and 
jabbing like a champ. The player turns 
and laughs, playfully shielding the body 
blows. The priest's stature is mislead­
ing; Mullen has a long reach. 
As Chaplain of USD, Mullen does 
more than lead the team mass. He serves 
as a spiritual guide for athletes. 
"Athletes at the collegiate level have 
a great opportunity to experience life," 
Mullen said. "You're going to be reject­
ed and you're not always going to win, 
but it's the way of how do you accept 
whatever comes?" 
Anguish within the sports world is 
not uncommon. Seemingly invincible 
leaders may get injured. The hardest of 
workers may be benched. Passionate 
players may have to face a tough loss. 
Because guidance is most often sought 
in rough times, Mullen remains a stal­
wart figure, available whenever needed 
on and off the field. 
"He's an example of a guy who has 
dedicated his life to the selfless service 
of others," football team captain Pat­
rick O'Neill said. "He's someone I can 
always turn to, someone I can always 
talk to in confidence." 
While USD is a Catholic school, 
Mullen understands that the religious 
backgrounds of the athletes he works 
with may be diverse. Consequently, he 
shapes his words of wisdom around the 
common ground of his audience, sports 
rather than scripture. The result is prac­
tical advice that his athletes can easily 
apply to life. 
"I want to give advice that will help 
an individual become more successful 
as a person, so I try to relate with the 
athletes as best I can," Mullen said. "I'll 
talk about football analogies and how 
they prepare you for life." 
When Mullen leads a team mass, he 
allows various options for the athletes 
Committees respond to hate 
CRIME, continued 
into the crimes, which I have seen 
evidence of." Yet his response to the 
recent incidents, he said, can be summed 
up in one word: "disheartening." 
Evelyn Kirkley, Associate Professor 
of Theology and Religious Studies and 
advisor to PRIDE, has taught at USD 
for 14 years. During that time Kirkley's 
office door has been vandalized. "It's 
scary," she said. 
Kirkley says that although the number 
of hate crimes had declined until last 
socially acceptable. We need to send a 
message that there is not a get-out-of-
jail-free card." 
The Hate Incident Working Group, 
chaired by Director of the Women's 
Center Erin Lovette-Colyer, meets 
today to continue the discussion about 
the most recent incidents and to pro­
pose proactive ways for educating the 
campus on combating hate. 
The group is composed of various 
departments within Student Affairs, 
Public Safety and University Ministry. 
"We recognize the importance of 
Feb. 3 officers respond to a report of a homophobic statement that 
was directed to Parking Services after the individual received a park­
ing citation. 
Feb. 8 Resident Assistant reports a written hate crime in Founders' 
Residence Flail that includes "Flomophobic and derogatory state­
ments" and "lewd photos" drawn on door decorations and a wall. 
Feb. 9 Bias-motivated statement is found written in permanent marker 
on an exterior wall of Scared Heart Flail. 
year, the incidents have a chilling effect 
and a clear message of, "You are not 
welcome here." 
For students, she says, the sense of 
not being welcome is intensified regard­
less of one's sexual orientation or race. 
"We don't want to foster an environ­
ment of fear," Kirkley said. 
Kirkley thinks it all goes back to the 
fact that the perpetrator cannot be traced. 
"I wonder if the student body could do 
something to create a climate where it 
sends a message that this is not okay," 
she said. "So the perpetrators don't feel 
taking ownership of the problem and 
being a part of the solution," Lovette-
Colyer said. 
Sydney McRae, Associated Students 
president, said that at the last student 
senate meeting a motion was made to 
create a committee to address ways to 
increase awareness of on-campus hate 
crimes. "The Associated Student Mis­
sion Statement serves to help foster a 
diverse, inclusive and engaged commu­
nity," McRae said. "We are all Toreros, 
and it is time we stand up to anything that 
tries to break apart this community." 
in attendance. The mass can strengthen 
Catholic or Christian identity for the 
devout. For players who may not be 
as religious, the mass may serve as an 
informative teaching of Catholic theo­
logical procedure. 
Non-Catholics are welcome to re­
ceive the Christian blessing during com­
munion. Players who choose to focus 
on the game may simply sit back and 
use the time for quiet meditation and 
reflection. Mullen's goal for the mass is 
to give athletes the opportunity to grow 
as people. 
Of course, the competitive nature of 
sports naturally introduces certain com­
plexities regarding the role of religion. 
While it proves tempting to request 
a victory from a higher power, what 
serves as the determining factor if both 
teams prayed hard? 
"God doesn't take sides," remarked 
Mullen with a chuckle. "I focus the 
prayers on playing to the best of your 
ability and that there are no injuries." 
While Mullen's message is tailored 
to reach his athletes, it is his down-to-
earth persona that allows him to get 
through. His desire to connect with the 
players rather than preach to them has 
earned him a cordial credibility and en­
during respect. 
"My favorite part of what I do," says 
Mullen, "is getting to know the players, 
building relationships." 
Never hesitant to surprise others with 
his razor sharp wit, the personable priest 
remains just one of the guys. One would 
think it more likely to find him in the 
dugout or on the sideline than around 
the rectory; just watch out for his left 
hook! 
Rosarito Inn 
Ocean Front Condominium Suites 
Located 1/2 a block from 






$55.00 per night, per person 1 Bedroom - 4 guests 
1 Bedroom $220,00 a nigte (Max 4 guests), 2 Bwfcoora $270.00 a night (Max 6 guests). 3 Bodraom $320.00 a flight (Mat 8 gnosis) 
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SIMPLY PUT 
RYAN PLOURDE, OPINION EDITOR 
It is now Feb. 19 and the Califor­
nia State Congress has still yet to 
pass budget. Part of the reason for 
this failure to launch may be the fact 
that California is currently weighed 
down by a $42 billion deficit and state 
legislators want to be sure that no 
money is wasted in this new budget. 
And certainly Gov. Schwarzenegger 
agrees with this anti-waste sentiment 
in Sacramento; or maybe not. 
On Jan. 20, the same day as the in­
auguration that was heard around the 
world, Schwarzenegger appointed 
Nicole Parra, a former Assembly 
woman, to the Transportation and 
Housing Agency. What exactly is 
this Transportation and Housing 
Agency, you may be asking your­
self? Simply put, it is a California 
government commission that meets 
several times a month to discuss 
pressing problems of the transporta­
tion/housing manner. And how much 
is Parra going to make as she works 
these two stressful days per month? 
Simply put, $128,124. Sadly enough 
I am not kidding. This ex-assembly 
woman is set to make over $100,000 
per year for about 24 days of work. 
Oh, did I mention Arnold doesn't 
need the approval of the Senate to 
make these appointments? Well, he 
doesn't. 
And the madness doesn't end 
there. The state of California also has 
what are known as Appeals Boards. 
Among others there exist the Work­
er's Compensation Board and the 
Unemployment Insurance Appeals 
Board. What do these boards do, you 
may again be asking? Simply put, 
they convene, when necessary, to 
hear appeals of the compensation or 
insurance nature. It is also helpful to 
note that "when necessary" means 
only a few hearings per month. How 
much do these board members make 
yearly? Simply put, $128,109. 
And who exactly sits on these 
boards? Interestingly enough 
Schwarzenegger recently named 
three more termed-out Assembly 
members to these respective boards; 
among them Greg Aghazarian of 
Stockton, George Plescia of La Jolla 
and Bonnie Garcia of Cathedral City. 
These ex-politicians have become 
the newest members of the 24 day, 
six-figure salary, work force in Cali­
fornia. 
So how can the terminator turned 
governor cut the California deficit by 
appointing failed politicians to hack 
jobs that pay more than most Califor-
nians make in a year? Simply put, he 
can't. 
Let loose the gates; 57,000 to be freed 
RYAN MULVEY 
STAFF WRITFR 
Having heard a case brought by pris­
oners against the State for mistreatment 
due to overcrowding, the Justices of the 
Ninth District Court of Appeals court 
ruled in favor of the plaintiffs, ordering 
Gov. Schwarzenegger to release up to 
57,000 inmates. 
California, like many other states, has 
a terribly overcrowded prison system. 
Designed for around 84,000 inmates, 
California's 33 prisons now hold over 
158,000. An additional 170,000 prison­
ers are jailed in temporary facilities or 
sent to neighboring states. With nearly 
twice as many inmates as they ought to 
have, our penal institutions are burst­
ing at the seams. There have even been 
instances of three prisoners sharing a 
single-occupancy cell. Consequently and 
unsurprisingly, conditions are miserable. 
Health conditions in the infirmaries are 
poor, diseases spread quickly and easily, 
guards are taxed and gangs are out of 
control. 
Numerous factors have led to Cali­
fornia's current predicament: There has 
been a lack of infrastructure develop­
ment in the budget, prison guard unions 
and human rights advocates fight against 
the construction of new prisons, legisla­
tion such as the "Three $trikes" regu­
lates automatic incarceration for repeat 
offenses and government officials refuse 
to deport hardened, illegal criminals. In 
2003, the United $tates Department of 
Justice reported that there were nearly 
108,000 illegal aliens incarcerated in 
California, almost half of the total prison 
population. 
Yet, no matter how serious the over­
crowding or how true any one criticism 
may be, there is no quick fix to this crisis. 
Soon, California prisons will open their doors, releasing 57,000 prisoners. 
The Court determined that California's 
penal system posed a "public safety 
hazard" and was "unconstitutional" in 
its "cruel and unusual" subjugation of 
inmates. Seeking to remedy this situa­
tion, the Court ordered the reduction of 
the statewide prison population to 120 
percent of its total capacity. The Justices 
even opined that such a drastic reduc­
tion could lead to $900 million a year in 
savings that would have been otherwise 
allocated to the care of prisoners. 
What the Court has failed to take into 
consideration is that no matter the condi­
tions within prisons, inmates are there 
because of the threat they pose to society. 
To alleviate the prison system's "public 
safety hazard" by releasing 57,000 crim­
inals into the general population over the 
course of a few months is ludicrous. It 
sounds like a bad novel's depiction of a 
dystopian future, where the gates of pris­
ons are thrown wide open. But beyond 
the impractical and negative aspects of 
such a massive amnesty, the Court fails 
to be honest with itself. Prison is not 
supposed to be a pleasant experience. 
Convicts, by their transgressions against 
society, forfeit many of their rights, con­
stitutional and otherwise, upon entering 
the portals of a jail. Is the threat of the 
easy spread of venereal disease amongst 
the jailed serious enough to justify the 
endangerment of our local communi­
ties? 
If the Court was really serious about 
remedying the sorry state of the prison 
system, it would order the deportation of 
illegal convicts, thus eliminating half the 
total prison population and freeing up 
over $1.5 billion a year for the budget, 
a much greater savings than a paltry 
$900 million. Alternatively, the Court 
could order the state legislature to stop 
politicking and pass a budget that invests 
more money in the incarceration of those 
who truly pose a "public safety hazard." 
The Justices have spoken; now let them 
enforce their decision. I only hope that 
none of them runs into one of the ex-cons 
who are sure to want to express thanks 
for their enfranchisement. 
Obama's first 30 days off to clean start 
BEN ZVAIFLER 
STAFF WRITFR 
Campaigning for hope, change and 
a new beginning, President Barack 
Obama made many promises to the 
American people leading up to his 
Jan. 20 Inauguration. While a high ap­
proval rating characterized the onset 
of Obama's presidency, he entered the 
Oval Office only to be greeted by the 
shambles and skeletons left by the Bush 
administration: the worst economic 
state since the Great Depression, two 
middle-eastern wars and a feeling of 
distain from the world community are 
only a few of the challenges facing this 
new administration. Nearly a month 
has passed since the inauguration and 
Obama has taken great steps to mend 
the broken pieces of our crippled 
nation. With great public anticipation, 
Obama has wasted no time passing 
two critical pieces of legislation. 
On Obama's agenda was the closing 
of Guantanomo Bay detention center. 
Jan. 22, three pieces of legislation 
were put into action: First, closing the 
detention center. Second, banning acts 
of torture in interrogation. Third, cre­
ating a task force to review detention 
policies and individual cases. This act 
set the tone by informing our nation's 
citizens, the world community and ter­
rorists worldwide that America is still 
a moral and just nation that continues 
"Obama stated that 
America should no 
have to make a 
'false choice between 
our safety and our 
ideals.'" 
to work for equal treatment, providing 
all individuals with due process of the 
law. In a signing ceremony at the White 
House, Obama stated that America 
should no longer have to make a "'false 
choice between our safety and our 
longer 
ideals. 
The second major piece of legislation 
that has passed within the last month is 
the American Recovery and Reinvest­
ment Act of 2009, otherwise known as 
the Economic Stimulus Package. The 
$787 billion recovery package, con­
sisting of government spending and 
tax cuts, squeaked through Congress 
and was passed Friday, Feb. 13. The 
stimulus bill is a necessary first step 
that will provide millions of jobs for 
those who have been left unemployed 
and penniless by the faults of the pre­
vious administration. 
The public continues to analyze 
every move the Obama administra­
tion makes. If these past 30 days are to 
signify the future of his presidency, the 
state of our nation seems to be in good 
hands. Other policy decisions that will 
further occupy the administration's 
time over these next few months in­
clude the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan, 
health care and the environment. The 
wheels of hope and change are now in 
motion. While we have a lot of ground 
to make up, we are well on our way. 
The views expressed in the Opinion section are not necessarily those of The Vista staff, the University of San Diego or its student body. 
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The Cunning of 
^ Liberal Arts 
JESSE AIZENSTAT, STAFF WRITER 
Oh the nostalgia. This May the seniors 
will graduate from USD. All those labo­
rious tests and papers are finally going to 
be summarized into one expensive col­
lege diploma. But pausing for a moment, 
I have to ask, what truly was this liberal 
arts education? Sure we all had our kicks, 
but has it really armed us for the job 
market of today? I'm not so sure. 
What I do know is that graduating se­
niors are getting dumped into the worst 
economy since the Great Depression. 
Many who have "made it to the other 
side" have been torturously frustrated by 
their unemployment. So if your refined 
ability to "fill in the correct bubble" was 
your plan to pay the electric bill, then it 
might be time to walk down to Mission 
Beach and throw in an application at The 
Pennant. 
And what was with all those required 
classes that nominally made us all "well-
rounded" human beings? Remember 
sitting through logic, ethics and even 
that dubious research methods course? 
Vocational? Hardly. (Dean of Arts and 
Sciences, feel free to retort.). 
So wake up you obsequious college 
kids; it's time to realize we've all been 
spending $34,264 a year to get trained for 
jobs that no longer exist. Sure those beer-
bongs were fun, as were those nights just 
hanging out with your buddies, but come 
graduation, many of us are going to find 
ourselves in debt with trivial job skills. 
This is why it's time to take a sober 
assessment of this whole job thing. Ex­
amples? I went to check out one of those 
on-campus events that USD Career Ser­
vices put on. Informative, but trying to 
get a job at a company already laying off 
its best is futile. And while the unknown 
allure of joining the CIA and potentially 
overthrowing a third-world government 
seems enthralling, there is something 
about the stiff in the necktie that turned 
me off. 
What to do? It's a question we all 
must answer. Let me offer a guerrilla's 
perspective that is surprisingly under-
told: You are a proficient English 
speaker educated in the United States 
and have a college degree from a highly 
respected university. Forget about rob­
bing the treasury, this is gold. 
Simply put, I'm saying, broaden the 
scope. Get a little adventurous, take a 
risk and look outside the conventional 
box by which you have been previously 
bound. All of a sudden your seemingly 
weak liberal arts degree, confounded 
with the economic depression, may not 
be so bad. In fact, it could turn into an 
oasis of opportunity that takes you in a 
direction you never thought possible. I 
sure did. That's why after graduation I'm 
going to take my chances as a journalist 
in Beirut so I'm going to need a room­
mate. Any takers? 
MARISSA WINKLER/THE VISTA 
Octuplets: who is (irresponsible? 
ASHLEY MCLEAN 
ASSOCIATF FDITOR 
We heard about the octuplets 
before we saw the mother, but after, 
all we could focus on was her. Nadya 
Suleman is a 33-year-old, unem­
ployed woman living in her mother's 
house with six other children ages 2 
to 7 who were all conceived through 
in vitro fertilization. With eight new 
additions, Americans gasped at the 
television wondering how did this 
happen? Meanwhile Suleman pro­
nounced her dream was to have a 
huge family. 
The fact is that she shouldn't have 
been allowed to have eight more 
embryos implanted, and it was ir­
responsible of her doctor to implant 
this many for multiple reasons. 
First, Suleman is unemployed 
and filed for bankruptcy a year and 
a half ago. Where will the money to 
support these children come from? 
Suleman says she is planning on 
going back to school in the fall and 
student loans, family, friends and her 
church will help support her family. 
The Union Tribune, however, 
predicts that money might actually 
have to come from the California 
tax-payers. It's expensive to support 
one child, especially in times like 
these. Try 14, on taxpayers' dollar 
no less. 
Second, there are health risks of 
multiple births not only for Sule­
man, but also for her-children. Even 
though the babies are (at the moment) 
healthy, it was and still is very risky. 
With her history of giving birth to 
six children through in vitro fertiliza­
tion, Suleman should have known the 
chances of her conceiving again were 
likely and thus should not have had as 
many embryos implanted. 
Finally, her own parents deemed 
her unsuitable. Suleman's mother told 
CBS reporter Maggie Rodriguez that 
she was overwhelmed and exhausted 
with just six. Suleman will not be able 
to give her 14 children the attention, 
care and support they deserve. It is 
unfair to them. 
She told TODAY'S Ann Curry that 
as an only child she wished for more 
affection and siblings, which is why 
she wanted to have a huge family. 
Now these children have 13 siblings to 
compete with for their mother's atten­
tion. If you don't know what I'm talk­
ing about, watch "Jon and Kate Plus 
8" on TLC. Any viewer of this show 
knows that even these parents have a 
hard time making sure their eight chil­
dren get individual attention. 
Defenders say that Suleman is just 
being criticized because she is a single 
mother. I applaud her for having six 
children and being a single mother, 
but living in your mother's house with 
no income and having your doctor 
implant eight more embryos is just 
irresponsible. Especially when she 
knew she would refuse to terminate 
any embryos. 
Supporters also say it should be her 
choice. I wonder about her sanity to 
make this choice. She was clinically 
diagnosed with depression and her 
mother said she was "obsessed" with 
having children. I wonder if there is, 
or soon will be, a clinical diagnosis for 
someone who is obsessed with having 
kids. 
Although she should not have been 
allowed to have more children, the fact 
is that she did and therefore, we need 
to look at how this happened and what 
measures might be taken to prevent it 
in the future. 
This has already led to closer scruti­
ny of in vitro fertilization and patients 
using fertility drugs. It will also likely 
result in either restrictions or a closer 
watch over fertility doctors. 
Suleman's doctor, Michael Kam-
rava, acted incredibly irresponsibly. 
Normally, a woman her age would 
have only about two embryos implant­
ed, not eight. 
The aftermath will be the real test 
for Kamrava as well as the future of 
in vitro fertilization and fertility drugs. 
What, if any, restrictions will come out 
of this lesson? 
As of now, no laws in the U.S. exist 
that limit the number of embryos im­
planted in a woman, but soon there 
may be. The California Medical Board 
is already investigating Kamrava for 
helping Suleman conceive. 
It started with one woman's dream 
to have a huge family. It ended with, 
well, who knows when or where it will 
end. 
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Steroid era threatens legitimacy of the record books 
by steroid use. The problem 
is that there is no fair or logi­
cal way to adjust the record 
books. 
So many have been linked 
to steroid use that it would 
be nearly impossible to de­
termine which statistics were 
valid and which statistics were 
tarnished. 
The only solution which 
seems even remotely reason­
able, is to implement the use 
of the asterisk in the record 
books, indicating proven 
steroid use. This would keep 
the current stats in tact, but 
would also add a stigma to the 
record. 
Four 
sources I told 
S p o r t s  I I -  l u s t r a t e d  
that A-Rod was one name 
among 104 players who failed 
drug tests for two types of 
anabolic steroids during the 
2003 season. According to the 
MLB Player's Association, 
the testing was done in order 
to determine the prevalence of 
steroids in baseball. 
If a list of 104 players, in­
cluding superstars such as A-
Rod, is not enough proof that 
Major League Baseball has a 
steroid problem, then I don't 
know what is. 
Performance-enhancing 
drugs are strictly prohibited 
in MLB, yet more and more 
evidence points to its abun­
dant use by a large amount of 
players. Baseball has turned a 
blind eye to this problem de­
spite its "strict" policy against 
banned substances. 
Those testing positive for 
performance-enhancing drugs 
are hardly reprimanded, giving 
the impression that steroid use 
is tolerated within the game. 
Not to mention that each 
player who is caught has had 
a different method for digging 
themselves out of their grave. 
We had Rafael Palmeiro 
who adamantly denied ever 
using steroids, at least, until 
he tested positive. We then had 
Barry Bonds, who still to this 
day is in denial despite posi­
tive tests that have recently 
resurfaced. 
Then there was Andy Pet-
titte who admitted to using 
p e r f o r m a n c e - e n h a n c i n g  
drugs, but only to speed up his 
recovery process. And now, 
we have A-Rod, who says he 
was guilty of being "naive" 
and asks for the public's for­
giveness. So which is the best 
route to reputation cleansing? 
Honestly, none. In my eyes, 
all their accomplishments 
in the game will be forever 
blemished. However, if I had 
to pick the most effective 
apology, I say A-Rod's crisis 
management team has had 
SERGE SEPLOVICH 
STAFF WRITER 
Welcome to the steroid era 
of baseball, where testosterone 
injections and constant denial 
are just a daily occurrence. 
This is an era where cheating 
runs rampant, blatant lies are 
standard procedure and apolo­
gies flow like honey in the 
Promised Land. 
Alex Rodriguez, third base­
man of the New York Yankees, 
is the most recent baseball 
player to admit to 
using banned 
performance-en­
h a n c i n g  
drugs. 
the best success thus far. He 
played the "I'm young and 
naive," card, claiming the 
pressures of making $252 
million in Texas drove 
him to the juice. Sure 
it's a cop-out excuse, 
but the public loves to 
forgive. We can't get 
enough of star ath­
letes begging 
f o r  
o u r  
forgive 
ness. It gives 
us all a sense of 
power. 
But you have to give 
his people credit for handling 
this crisis. He said all the things 
f 0 r 
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people 
w a n t e d  
to hear. Who cares if he meant 
it? The fact that he took re­
sponsibility for his actions en­
courages the media to be sym­
pathetic. Thus, instead of 
evoking criticism, A-Rod 
has somehow managed 
to play the "victim of 
the culture" card. 
Well-played, 
A-Rod. You may have 
won the media's 
hearts, but you have 
not won mine. There is 
no clear solution to this 
epidemic. Steroid use is so 
rooted into the culture of the 
sport that it is difficult to come 
up with a solution to the prob­
lem. This also brings up the 
issue of records, which have 
now been tarnished forever 
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With the Inauguration of 
Barak Obama, the U.S. ush­
ered in a self-proclaimed age 
of change. Optimism and 
acceptance were to rule the 
nation as bipartisan coop­
eration and compassion were 
to be the new tone in our 
country. And indeed 2009 
has been a year of progress; 
Kevin Johnson became 
the first African-American 
mayor of Sacramento and 
Mike Tomlin became the 
youngest coach in history 
to win the Super Bowl. Yet, 
here at USD this progressive 
spirit seems to have been 
lost. 
Within the past two weeks 
three incidents have been 
reported involving hate or 
bias-driven motives. More 
simply, three hate crimes 
were committed on the USD 
campus over the course of a 
few days. Follow along, if 
you will, as this path of big­
otry is quickly re-visited. 
On Feb. 3 a student was 
cited for a "Bias-motivated 
statement." While the exact 
words remain unknown the 
general gist of the situation 
is this: a commuter student, upon 
receiving a parking citation, ut­
tered a homophobic statement 
at the Parking Services staff 
member who had issued the 
ticket. The student in question 
received a swift slap on the hand 
in the form of a written citation. 
The madness continued on 
Feb. 8 when a Resident Assistant 
discovered "homophobic and 
derogatory statements, as well 
as lewd pictures that had been 
written on door decorations and 
on a wall within Founders' Resi­
dence Hall." The perpetrator of 
these acts is still unknown and 
Public Safety is said to be work­
ing with Residence Life staff 
to determine the responsible 
individual(s). 
The final act of indecency 
occurred on Feb. 9. A univer­
sity employee discovered a 
homophobic statement, writ­
ten in permanent marker, on a 
cement wall outside of Sacred 
Heart Hall. Once again those re­
sponsible remain unknown and 
Public Safety continues with its 
investigation. 
Less than two months into 
the new year and already three 
hate crimes have been recorded 
Ryan Plourde, Opinion Editor 
Kaitlin Perry, Arts & Culture Editor 
Anne Slagill, News Editor 
on a campus of about 7,800 
students. How many incidents 
of this nature usually occur on 
this relatively small campus? 
The answer may be shocking. 
In 2004 the University of San 
Diego recorded five incidents 
of hate or bias-driven crime. In 
2008 that number rose to four­
teen. Now, in 2009, we are on 
pace to see a record breaking 
eighteen hate crimes committed; 
that is if this trend of three hate 
crimes per two months persists. 
So what is happening? 
Why is this Catholic school 
regressing into a 1960s state of 
sensitivity? One answer may 
be consequences. Are the con­
sequences for committing hate 
crimes just too minuscule to 
deter anyone from committing 
them? The university's official 
stance is that "the University 
of San Diego will not tolerate 
hate crimes or bias-driven inci­
dents and will respond to them 
with appropriate sanctions." In 
the Feb. 3 incident involving a 
commuter student and a Parking 
Services staff member the "ap­
propriate sanction" was merely 
a written citation. Still, students 
of our caliber should not require 
the threat of punishment to 
deter us from committing 
acts of hate. 
So could it be that there 
is not enough publicity sur­
rounding hate crimes? Pos­
sibly. The only record of the 
aforementioned incidents 
is MySanDiego. Be honest, 
how many of you actu­
ally check MySanDiego on a 
regular basis to find out about 
campus happenings; point 
proven. However, whether or 
not the student body is aware 
of these incidents, the point 
still remains that they occur. 
Why are hate crimes occur­
ring on this campus? 
The only answer is us. We 
are the students at this univer­
sity and we are responsible 
for what happens here. Every 
individual must be granted 
respect regardless of religion, 
race or sexual preference. 
Until we can learn to act as 
civilized human beings, we 
must live with the fact that 
our university has allowed 
progress to pass it by while 
an atmosphere of bigotry 
and ignorance is allowed to 
reign. 
— 
DO YOU HAVE AN OPINON? 
- The Vista encourages letters to the editor and commentary from students, faculty, staff, adminis­
tration and community members. 
- Letters to the editor and commentaries should be limited to 300 words, must include writer's 
name and phone number (for verification) and are subject to editing for length and clarity. Please 
include your year in school. The Vista does not publish anonymous letters, letters that are addressed 
to a third party or letters that are in poor taste. 
- Letters and commentaries should be sent to letters@usdvista.com and will go directly to the 
Editor in Chief and the Opinion Editor. 
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Every Nation Campus Ministries loses right to discriminate 
statement of faith says they 
"believe that for the salvation 
of lost and sinful man, regen­
eration by the Holy Spirit is 
absolutely essential." 
So, must they be thinking 
that gay students are a lost 
cause; that homosexuality is 
in a whole separate realm than 
what defines "lost and sinful?" 
Or maybe their belief in the 
"spiritual unity of believers in 
Jesus Christ" doesn't require 
the accord of gay Christians? 
What I discovered is that 
ENCM must truly believe that 
gays cannot be Christians, 
seeming to regard homosexu­
ality to be Christianity's most 
insufferable rival. 
Representing Every Nation, 
attorney Jeremy Tedesco 
made the case that "a student 
vegetarian club wouldn't 
allow meat-eaters as voting 
members," according to Adri-
enne S. Gaines of Charisma. 
For the sake of argument lets 
say this analogy made sense, 
although meat-eaters are 
not likely to join a vegetar­
ian group, I doubt the group 
would deny the opportunity 
to recruit a new member in 
hopes of saving them from the 
ills of our carnivorous Ameri­
can society. 
More important to consider 
is what this statement reveals 
about Every Nation's under­
standing of what it means to 
not be a Christian; in their 
eyes carnivores are to veg­
etarians as homosexuals are to 
Christians. 
Is sexual orientation the 
basis of what determines the 
right to call oneself a Chris­
tian? Because I thought it had 
more to do with professing 
Jesus as man's savior. 
Thankfully the District 
Judge ruled last Friday that 
the policy was intended to 
regulate conduct, not speech or 
religious association. ENCM 
lost the case and the right to 
discriminate based on sexual 
orientation. 
Still, I wonder if the group 
will sacrifice official recogni­
tion in order to maintain its 
right to discriminate or will 
it be persuaded to change its 
intolerant ways so it can more 
efficiently continue its mission 
of spreading Jesus Christ's 
love to the world by gaining 




Every Nation Campus Min­
istries is a Christian student 
group devoted to spreading 
the "message of the Gospel 




four year ago 
ENCM sued San Diego State 
and Long Beach State Univer­
sities for infringing on their 
right to ban gay students. 
According to the Associ­
ated Press, the nondiscrimina­
tion policy at the universities 
orders that group membership 
cannot be withheld 
based on race, 
religion, age, 
g e n d e r ,  
sexual ori-
e n 




in order for a group to 
be officially recognized. 
However, ENCM claimed 
that the policy violates its 
rights to free speech and 
religious liberty. The group 
has since refused to accom­
modate the policy and so 
cannot be recognized as an of­
ficial campus group. As such 
they lack access to meeting 
areas on campus and univer­
sity funding. 
For the group to go to the 
trouble of dealing with a 
four-year lawsuit to seek an 
injunction for official recogni­
tion despite its discriminatory 
conduct, it must be especially 
passionate about its beliefs 
that homosexuals are unwor­
thy of joining their mission. 
I wonder, in their eyes, are 
gay Christians com­
mitting some sin more 
unforgivable 
than the sins 
heterosexual 
C h r i s t i a n s  
commit every 
day who are 
still accepted 
by the group? 
In researching a 
little about the 
group's ideals, 
I hoped to find 
t h e  ™  m o t i v a t i o n  
behind fighting 
s o persistently for 
their right to reject gay 
students and discovered a few 
possibilities. ENCM's official 
We have a new website! 
Go look at it. 
http://www.theusdvista.conh 
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This is what it looks like. 
NEWS 
Bookstore works to 
offer competitive prices 
A familiar scene Is unfolding at the USD 
bookstore. Students are flooding in to 
purchase required reading and maybe 
a sweater. But due to high costs and 
economic turmoil, many have turned to 
the Internet for what seems like fast and easy 
alternative. Senior James Archidicanno utilizes online 
bookstores, but recognizes that Internet resources are 
not always a perfect solution. 
OPINION 
Giberson sparks the debate 
between fish and feet 
Are Christianity artd Darwinism compatible? Clearly, the 
people who put those obnoxious metal fishes on their 
cars don't think so. There is, however, a certain irony 
when you consider the relevance of organisms living in 
tire water in relation to both Christianity and evolution. 
ft?* 
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zpizza Winter Specials 
•All day Monday Study Break: 20% 
off all orders w/USD ID (excluding 
delivery) 
•All day Tuesday BOGO: Buy one 
large or XL, get one free 
zpizza Menu Updates 
•All pizza crust now exclusively 
100% certified organic wheat . 
*% sandwich & 1/2 salad w/bev. 
special served all day long 
•Gluten free crust now available for 
all small pizzas (extra charge) 
zpizza Linda Vista/USD 
Located in The Village at Morena Vista 
5175 Linda Vista Road, Suite 106 
San Diego, CA92110 
(619) 272-0022 
Online ordering at www.zoizza.com 
Sunday- Thursday: 11:00a.m. to 9:00p.m. 
Friday-Saturday: 11:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m. 
Delivery available all day 
We provide catering and fundraising events 
for USD student organizations 
USD CampusCash Accepted 
I 
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uardians of Grades 
Joseph Carothers 
Guest Writer 
Since students usually deal with professors only as the guardians of grades and springboards for 
assignments, they often forget that there is a person behind the Ph.D.—a person with interests and 
stories that began long before they started teaching here. The Vista set out to discover more about 
the fascinating people who comprise the University of San Diego's faculty. 
Dr. Jericho Brown 
Frequently spotted on campus, 
whether it be in the cafeteria or down in 
the Valley, Dr. Jericho Brown is a consis­
tent, though relatively new presence on 
campus. He is a published poet, teaches 
creative writing and poetry and is one of 
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d i r e c t i o n  
in life he wanted to take after obtain­
ing his degree, he took an internship 
at Dillard to help figure out what was 
next. "The plan was to work in public 
relations or advertisement, but I knew 
that I could write [poetry] a little bit so I 
wanted to make use of that," he said. 
As an intern, he managed to sustain 
himself until he was given an opportu­
nity to work as a Junior Writer for the 
Press Secretary of the City of New Or­
leans. Turnover was high in the office 
and Brown gradually inherited the 
duties and later, the offices of his super­
visors, until by attrition and capability 
he became the speechwriter for Marc 
Morial, Mayor of New Orleans at the 
time. "I wrote press releases, speeches, 
a weekly column for the Louisiana 
Weekly.. .anything they needed, I wrote 
it. I was the ghost writer, if you will." 
While he had steady employment 
during this time, Brown knew he wanted 
to write poetry. "I didn't really know 
how to go about it or what it meant or 
what the track to that was." He took 
poetry courses and creative writing 
workshops, which provided great en­
couragement, but little in the way of 
career advice. It was not until he started 
his Master of Fine Arts at the University 
of New Orleans that the idea began to 
crystallize. "The more I was exposed to 
poetry, the more I loved it and became 
excited about it. There was something 
in me that always told me it was what I 
wanted to do." 
After Morial left office, Brown fin­
ished his MFA and began his doctorate 
at the University of Houston. He started 
his career as a teaching assistant for 
Freshman Composition and Introduc­
tion to Poetry and Creative Writing 
classes. While working on his doctorate, 
Brown began the work that would later 
become his first book: "Please". At first 
he was reticent to submit work to poetry 
journals, but eventually he entered his 
manuscript in a contest. "It lost, but the 
editor of [the journal] said, 'You didn't 
win, but we still want to publish this.'" 
"Please" has enjoyed great success since 
publication and entered a second print­
ing six weeks after it was released. 
Brown arrived at USD shortly after 
finishing his Ph.D. and currently teaches 
Poetry and Creative Writing. "There's a 
kind of reverence that people have at 
USD that I was really taken with and 
wanted to be a part of." He spends as 
much time as possible helping and 
treating students as individuals, which 
is something he holds as extremely im­
portant. "I feel like that's the real thing: 
Mentorship." 
Dr.TatianaMann 
While finding USD's music depart­
ment in the back of Camino 
may be a bit of a challenge, 
the people there are well 
worth the search. Take Dr. 
Tatiana Mann, professor of 
Music Theory and a talented 
pianist. Born and raised in a 
small town in the Kiev region 
of Ukraine, Mann lived there 
for 13 years before joining 
relatives in Canada. 
Her musical education 
began far earlier. She at­
tended two schools simulta­
neously: an integrated school 
for general education and a 
specialized music school. She 
spent half the day at each, 
three days a week. Mann 
describes the curriculum as 
rigorous: "In Europe, kids 
do [music] theory when they 
are six." The emphasis was 
more on a "specific" rather 
than a "broad" education, 
with strict focus on quality: "If you do 
too many things, you won't be good at 
any of them." While this experience set 
the path for her future career, it was far 
from easy. 
Children were required to audition for 
admission into the specialized schools. 
"It was a traumatic experience — I can 
still remember what [song] I did." 
Anti-Semitism forced her to join 
family in Canada when she was a 
teenager. In the absence of such spe­
cialized schools, Mann began taking 
private piano lessons. She completed 
high school and went straight to McGill 
University in Montreal, Canada. Later, 
she transferred with a full scholarship to 
Arizona State, where she completed her 
Bachelor of Arts and married. 
Determined to continue her educa­
tion, Mann went to the Manhattan 
School of Music for her Masters of Fine 
Arts in piano. Expectations were high: 
"You had to prepare a 70 minute recital 
and deal with a panel of experts in your 
first year." 
Upon completion of her Master of 
Fine Arts, she pursued a post-graduate 
diploma at the Royal Academy of Music 
in London in order to focus on refin­
ing her performance skills. She spent 
a year enrolled and a year performing, 
all the while still taking lessons from 
a pivotal instructor. "I owe her the rest 
of my professional career," Mann said. 
Mann was also the artistic director for a 
performance of the Tchaikovsky opera, 
"Eugene Ongein", an experience she 
described as both "exciting and stress­
ful." She followed this with a perfor­
mance tour of Sweden and concluded 
her time in England with an "American 
Farewell" concert, performing Gersh­
win's "Rhapsody in Blue" for British 
audiences. 
Back in the United States, Mann at­
tended the University of Minnesota in 
Minneapolis and spent three years of 
"hardcore studying, including summer 
school" in order to complete her doctor­
ate. She wrote her dissertation, which 
she hopes to publish, on the works of 
Mikhail Goldstein, a Ukrainian-Jewish 
composer who published his works in 
spite of the Soviet Regime. 
Today, Mann enjoys performing with 
the San Diego Symphony and teaching 
music classes at USD. "I appreciate the 
respectful environment here," she said. 
Dr. John Donnelly 
Dr. John Donnelly of the Philosophy 
department has been at USD for over 
30 years, but teaching students about 
Thanatology (the study of death and 
dying), is not all he has been doing. 
Behind the Ph.D. is a true Torero, one 
who has not always been on the specta­
tor's side of the field! 
Donnelly was born and raised in 
Massachusetts, "Not Boston," he makes 
clear to his stu­
dents inquiring 
about his accent , 
and got his Bach­
elor of Arts from 
the College of 
the Holy Cross. 
He majored in 
English, but all 
students were re­
quired to take 12 
or more courses 
in philosophy 
as part of their 
education, which 
is how he first 
became interested in the subject. "Back 
then, everyone practically majored in 
philosophy. You just ended up taking 
so many of the classes!" His interest 
grew so much that he attended Boston 
College for his Masters in Philosophy, 
in the hopes of attending law school 
afterward. 
After completing his Master of Arts., 
Donnelly changed plans and applied 
to Brown in pursuit of a Ph.D., rather 
than a Juris Doctor. "I didn't want to be 
a perpetual student," he explained. In 
the process of picking up his doctorate, 
Donnelly also received a second Mas­
ter's degree, again in philosophy. His 
dissertation was on the work of Spren 
Kierkegaard, a Danish philosopher and 
existentialist. Donnelly would go on to 
become the President of the Kierkegaard 
Society, and publish more than 15 sepa­
rate articles on the philosopher's works. 
He has also published over 100 articles 
on various philosophical subjects and 
contributed to seven anthologies, all of 
which have his name on the cover. 
After finishing his dissertation, he 
immediately started teaching and has yet 
to stop. Before arriving in San Diego, 
he taught at the University of Notre 
Dame, Fordham and the State Univer­
sity of New York. In 1976, he came out 
West to take the position as Chair of the 
Philosophy Department at USD. One 
of Donnelly's first contributions to the 
campus was a heavy emphasis on in­
terdisciplinary classes, especially those 
which combine various fields of study 
with values or morality. Around 1978, 
the program kicked off with five inter­
disciplinary courses. The Philosophy 
of Death and Dying, a class Donnelly 
still teaches today, originally involved 
faculty from the School of Nursing as 
well as the Philosophy Department. 
The Business Ethics class started back 
then and there was also an Education & 
Ethics class, both of which brought in 
professors from their respective schools 
and the College of Arts and Sciences. 
These interdisciplinary classes would 
later give rise to team-taught classes, 
an integral element of USD's Honors 
Program. 
Outside of the office, Donnelly has 
been a true Torero ever since he arrived. 
He supports and follows USD football 
and a slew of other sports as well, but 
his favorite has always been basketball. 
"I follow men and women's basketball 
all the time, I go to every game I can," 
he said. In fact, he has not always been 
a spectator in Torero sports: "When I 
was younger, I played in the intramural 
basketball team, both the faculty team 
and the student team, and was the lead­
ing scorer for both!" 
Dr.EvdynKirMey 
Dr. Evelyn Kirkley did not complete 
a school year in the same place until she 
was in the fifth grade. Her father was in 
the Navy and the family followed him 
across the east coast during her child­
hood. She attended the College of Wil­
liam and Mary and majored in American 
Studies, with a minor in religion. She 
went on to get her 
Master of Divin­
ity degree from 
Union Theologi­
cal Seminary in 
New York and 
spent a year as a 
youth pastor. 




try was not her 
calling. It was 
adjunct teaching 
at Shaw Divinity 
that inspired her to pursue a career as 
a professor, so she attended Duke for a 
doctorate in religion. 
Her dissertation was titled "Con­
structions of Gender among Atheist and 
Agnostics between 1865-1915." "I was 
really interested in gender and I loved 
the Victorian era," she explained. Her 
research focused on conflict between 
liberal and fundamentalist groups and 
the relationship between religion and 
government. Kirkley was particularly 
interested in Matilda Joslyn Gage, who 
she refers to as the "Forgotten Feminist" 
because she is often overshadowed by 
Susan B. Anthony and Elizabeth Cady 
Stanton. 
After completing her Ph.D., Kirkley 
took a job at Colgate Rochester Divinity 
School teaching American Church His­
tory, but left after her religious explo­
ration led her closer to Buddhism and 
other schools of thought. The Rochester 
weather did not help. "It was really cold 
in Rochester," Kirkley recalls with a 
laugh. "I hated the winters." 
Kirkley started at USD teaching 
American Church History in 1995. Over 
time, she developed classes related to 
her specialties: Gender and Religion, 
Cults and Sects in the U.S. and Protes­
tantism in the U.S. 
Outside of the classroom, Kirkley is 
heavily involved in campus life. She 
has served as the faculty advisor for 
PRIDE, the USD group for gay, les­
bian, bisexual, transgender, and queer 
and students who are questioning their 
sexualities. "It's really been a huge 
privilege to be involved in PRIDE," 
Kirkley explains. "We don't make any 
assumptions, you come in and we wel­
come you as a person first." In that role, 
she has organized social events, fund­
raisers and hosted speakers. Speakers 
include Judy Shepard back in October 
2000, the mother of Matthew Shepard, 
an openly gay college student whose 
murder brought international attention 
to hate crimes. 
Amongst her accomplishments while 
at USD, Kirkley is particularly glad to 
have played a part in the addition of 
Sexual Orientation to the USD non­
discrimination policy. Though the walls 
of her office are covered with plaques 
and certificates, more than anything she 
cherishes a row of humorous awards 
given to her by her students. "The fact 
that students are comfortable enough to 
give me a hard time is an extraordinary 
gift." 
Dr. Santiago Rnbio-Fernaz 
Many students know Dr. Santiago 
Rubio-Fernaz as the Coordinator of 
Competency Examinations for the de­
partment of languages & literature. He 
is responsible for administering the tests 
that determine a student's language pro­
ficiency and course level. 
He was born and raised in Madrid, 
Spain and only settled here at USD 
after several moves between Spain and 
the U.S. While studying for his Master 
of Arts in classical philology, he took 
advantage of an exchange program be­
tween his Spanish university in Alcala 
and its sister city, San Diego. He en-
get his doctorate in comparative litera­
ture from UCSD. 
After receiving his Ph.D., he got 
a research contract with the Spanish 
government and returned to work on 
a massive project: the Diccionario Gr-
iego-Espanol, a massive, multi-volume 
translation dictionary between ancient 
Greek and modern Spanish. He worked 
on the Diccionario from 1994-1995. 
"It still isn't finished," says Fernaz, ex­
plaining the scope of the project. 
In 1995, Fernaz returned to Califor­
nia, to pour over another, similarly am­
bitious project involving the classics. 
The University of California, Irvine, 
had begun the digitization of all known 
Greek texts that were written between 
antiquity and the Byzantine Empire back 
in 1972. The project had begun before 
the days of personal computers, making 
the work "very slow...very primitive. 
They had to design their own operating 
system." Fernaz got involved in what 
he describes as "the scholarly part," 
the TLG Canon of Greek Authors and 
Works, a guide to ancient Greek writ­
ers and their works. USD subscribes to 
both the Canon and the main databank, 
the Thesaurus Linguae Graecae; both 
are accessible through the Copley Li­
brary website. 
Fernaz finally made his way to USD 
in 1998, and though his primary inter­
ests are still ancient Greek literature 
and mythology, he has taught Latin 
and occasionally Spanish ever since. 
Though he says, "When you teach so 
much, you can't do too much research," 
he still manages to find some time for 
the classics. An interdisciplinary Clas­
sical Studies minor was developed at 
USD several years ago, and he encour­
ages students with an interest in ancient 
Greece and Rome to pursue it. "Today 
one of my Latin students told me she'll 
be studying Greek as well," he ex­
claimed. Fernaz is thankful that he can 
inspire students realize that the Classics 
are as important and relevant today as 
they were in ancient times. 
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A NAME IS A 
N A M E  IS A  N A M E  
ITLIN PERRY, A&C EDITOR* 
I don't remember where, but 
I read somewhere that people 
only have nicknames when their 
real name doesn't suit their per­
sonality. If this is true, then I am 
not even close to being Kaitlin. 
I have 17 nicknames. My first 
nickname ever was given to me 
when I was a baby. It is Bubba. 
The rest refer to my initials, 
name similarities and my size. 
I am a small person (I'm not 
even 5 foot 1 inch) and I think 
this is the first thing people notice 
about me. I'm often picked up, 
thrown, shaken (which some­
times results in shaken baby 
syndrome) squished in between 
tall guys giving high fives and 
easy to lose in large crowds at 
music festivals. For these rea­
sons I am known as Little One, 
Baby and Gremlin. 
Little One is pretty literal, 
as is Baby (often paired with 
Kathy, giving us Baby Kathy), 
but Gremlin has a story. Back in 
high school my friend decided 
I was as small as the little furry 
Gizmo guy in the movie "Grem­
lins" and therefore decided to 
call me a gremlin, unaware that 
a gremlin is the gross green guy. 
But it's okay. I'm obviously not 
even close to being comparable 
to the little green guy. 
In regard to my initials there 
exist the nicknames K, KP, 
KPP and KP Squared. In regard 
to name similarities, there's 
Kate and Katherine. Katherine 
spawned many a nickname 
for me back in high school. I 
was known as Kathy to every­
one, yearbook messages were 
addressed to Kathy, I was in 
people's phones as Kathy and I 
was introduced to new people 
as Kathy. I pretty much became 
Kathy. There's also Kathy Sun­
rise, given to me because of my 
insomnia. 
Some people like to keep my 
middle name in the mix and call 
me Pearl or KaitlinPearlPerry 
(said really fast) or even Kaitlin 
Pearl Penguin since I really love 
penguins. But my new fave is 
Kapers. 
Kapers became a nickname 
not because of edible capers, 
but because of Ka + Per, the 
first syllables of my first and last 
names respectively. Thank you 
Ryan Plourde for bringing some 
originality into the mix. 
I refuse to divulge the most 
popular and most annoying 
nickname I've ever had. 
The death of creativity, cover songs and culture 
SAM WOOLLEY 
STAFF WRITFR 
Over the last 100 years or 
so something unsettling has 
happened in America. It has 
occurred quietly, in the interest 
of faceless corporations, at the 
top levels of government. Our 
culture is not our own. 
It sounds ambiguous at best. 
Culture, especially the melting-
pot American "brand," is a dif­
ficult thing to put a finger on. 
In simple terms it becomes 
"patent," culture has become a 
commodity. 
Perhaps the most visible 
owned culture is art. In the 
last handful of years count­
less stories about everyday 
people being sued by massive 
record companies for "illegal" 
downloads have been seen in 
the news. At the movie theater 
previews now include coercive 
and fallacy-ridden advertise­
ments warning against piracy 
(big thanks to the Ringwraiths 
at the MPAA for these). 
People have been scared into 
believing that they are steal­
ing something they pay good 
money to own, not rent. 
Freeing culture isn't about 
condoning theft or piracy, or 
advocating for free music or 
cheap movies. What it is about 
is promoting artistic progres­
sion, creating a cultural com­
mons, and thus allowing for re­
ciprocal, participatory, culture. 
According to Freeculture. 
org, it's about creating "[a cul­
ture] where anyone can be an 
artist, and anyone can succeed, 
based not on their industry con­
nections, but on their merit." 
Eventually the conclusion 
must be reached that enough 
is enough. The general public 
must collectively understand 
that the corporation has gar­
nered far too much power over 
the years, that it is an entity 
(considered to be a person by 
American law) that has proven 
itself to be very selfish. Perhaps 
it's an instance of looking at the 
past to see the future. 
At any classic art museum 
are paintings of the Madonna 
and child and Madonna on her 
own, they are often similar, 
show obvious progression and 
are by numerous artists. It's 
hard to imagine, however, that 
Raphael attempted to sue Da 
Vinci for copyright infringe­
ment. 
This is a simplified ex­
ample; of course no one owns 
the rights to the Virgin Mary. 
Though he might be able to 
claim some serious money via 
his right of publicity (people 
own their own images, and can 
choose not to have them used 
commercially) were he around 
today. 
People do, frighteningly, 
own the rights to some very sur­
prising things. Companies own 
usage rights for colors, smells 
and sounds. The rights to study 
certain human genomes (some 
cancer related), owned. The 
phrase "Freedom of Speech" in 
print journalism, owned as well 
(and another story altogether). 
What we can do, especially 
artistically, is becoming ex­
tremely limited. Gone are the 
days when it was normal to see 
cover songs on the albums of 
musicians. No more 
"Sister Morphine" or 
"Prodigal Son" from The Roll­
ing Stones. No more songs 
at all, practically, for Eric 
Clapton. Not without royalties 
and permission (via lawyers, 
contracts, and gifted first born 
children) at least. 
Bleak as it seems, there is 
hope. It comes via awareness 
and action, collaboration and 
compilation. One can simply 
give due credit to the original 
creator, it does not have to be 
about money. 
There are countless organi­
zations fighting the good fight, 
some of whom hire fresh col­
lege graduates and many of 
whom are looking for members 
etc.: Creative Commons, Stu­
dents for Free Culture and the 
American Civil Liberties Union 
are among them and more can 
be found on the Web. There are 
books and magazines in support 
and with good information out 
there as well, check out "Free 
Culture" by Lawrence Lessig, 
"Copyrights and Copywrongs" 
by Siva Vaidhyanathan, Ad-
busters magazine or Stop Smil­
ing magazine. 
It's time for a little guy to 
stand up to the leviathan corpo­
ration. It's time for art for art's 
sake. 
MARISSA WINKLER/THE VISTA 
STAFF PICKS 
Looks of disgust from my room­
mates greet me every time I whip 
out my newest obsession: Star Wars 
Jedi Forces coloring book. I could 
care less. When my best friend 
asked me what I wanted for Christ­
mas, I asked for something to de-
stress and was pleasantly surprised 
when I received the book. Though 
the designs aren't exactly what the 
typical Star Wars aficionado like me 
would prefer, based instead off the 
current cartoon, the pages provide 
endless entertainment for me, and 
more opportunities for my room­
mates to make fun. 
Marissa Winkler 
Art Director 
The Lewis Barnavelt series by John 
Bellairs once made me shiver in my 
fifth grade sheets; now it fills my heart 
with nostalgic joy. The hero of these 
spooky children's mystery novels is a 
chubby Catholic who basically makes 
my heart sing. Lewis Barnavelt is a 
recently orphaned outcast who moves 
in with his wizard uncle and subse­
quently faces evil forces and magical 
mishaps. Standout books in the series 
include, "The House with a Clock in Its 
Walls" and "The Doom of the Haunted 
Opera." 
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Anne Slagill 
News Editor 
I don't watch any CBS shows, but 
"How I Met Your Mother" has really 
grown on me. The main character, 
Ted, recounts events from his mid 20s 
to his children of how he met their 
mother. The plot is original and enter­
taining, and each episode is different. 
I thought it would take me a while 
to get past the cast's previous roles 
as Doogie Howser, Peter in "Forget­
ting Sarah Marshall," and Willow in 
"Buffy," but the show's characters are 
incredibly unique and hilarious so it 
didn't bother me one bit. So suit up 
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The Pains of Be­





If you're not well versed in 
the arts of "shoegaze," "twee," 
or "dream pop," you and I are 
in the same boat. Most of you 
have likely heard The Smiths, 
Ride and My Bloody Valentine, 
which are examples of the above 
genres. 
However, it is doubtful you 
are part of the indie elite who 
love/love/love to drop names of 
obscure indie pop bands into ev­
eryday conversation. ("God the 
melody in this song is a straight 
ripoff from that one track from 
the B-sides of 'Cutely Ironic 
Love' by John Zims from Uni­
corn Shields before they broke 
up and reformed as the Pixie 
Kings!") And because you are 
not part of this indie elite, this 
music has no baggage, no history 
and best of all, you have no pre­
conceived notions. 
That being said let me review 
"The Pains of Being Pure at 
Heart" as an ignorant philistine 
who knows nothing of twee pop. 
At any given point this album 
sounds like a battle between 
upbeat optimism and dreamy 
melancholic vibes fighting out 
for dominance, but resulting in a 
smooth dance between the two, 
creating a fantastic blend of emo­
tions. 
The best way to describe the 
album would be to say that if 
Belle and Sebastian had kids 
with Broken Social Scene, and 
they were commissioned to make 
a soundtrack for an 80s teen 
coming of age movie, they would 
most likely produce this album. 
Standout tracks include 
"Come Saturday," which sounds 
like a swarm of bees droning in 
the background while a bunch of 
beekeepers make happy music 
while making honey. (That's 
seriously what came to mind.) 
Other tracks to listen to include 
"Young Adult Friction" and 
the slower yet still upbeat track 
"Stay Alive." 
One qualm I do have though, 
is the name. The Pains of Being 
Pure at Heart. Really? What a 
mouthful. Besides that, I will say 
that although this album isn't for 
everyone, it is definitely a good 





Musician Andrew Bird lives 
true to what his surname would 
imply. He can definitely sing, 
and he can whistle with the 
best of them. He and his band 
are currently on tour to promote 
the release of his new album, 
"Noble Beast," and, last Sunday 
evening, they graced the stage 
of SOMA with a beautiful amal­
gam of vocals, strings and even 
some glockenspiel. 
To capture the essence of 
Bird is difficult because of his 
eclectic and complex sound. 
One way to describe him is a 
hybridization of Jon Brion and 
Sufjan Stevens with the com­
posing sense of Radiohead, 
the voice of Jeff Buckley and 
the uncanny ability to whistle 
perfectly on pitch. Trained as 
a traditional violinist, Bird's 
influence of classical music is 
also apparent. 
Sunday night, Bird intro­
duced himself to his audience 
by demonstrating his ability to 
be the ultimate one-man-band. 
With the help of loop record-
Eighties music: fun or complete awesomeness? 
MITCH MARTINEAU 
GUFST WRITFR 
True fans of '80s music 
know all too well the defini­
tion of awesomeness. I have 
always been a fan of music from 
the 1980s, but I have recently 
discovered a large rift between 
'80s music fans. There are those 
who appreciate '80s music as 
a revolution of pop music, and 
there are those who think '80s 
music is just silly, quirky and 
fun. There are even non-fans 
who think that the 1980s should 
be considered a lost decade in 
the history of music. 
This division came to my re­
alization while watching Devo 
play at San Diego's Street Scene. 
Half of the audience was trans­
fixed by the awe of Devo, while 
the other half was just waiting 
for the band to play "Whip It" 
while wearing funny red hats. 
Devo did not disappoint au­
dience members, incorporating 
synthesizers and robotic 
dance into a high energy 
set. But the band's 
persona is more than 
just that goofy out of 
date robotic dance. The 
name Devo stands for 
de-evolution, the theory 
that the human race is 
regressing, caused by the many 
societal structures that restrict 
mankind. Thus the robotic 
dancing and use of electronics 
represents the mechanization of 
the human race. 
Many prominent figures of 
'80s music are still active and 
progressive to this day. Devo's 
lead singer, Mark Mothers-
baugh, when not touring with 
Devo, works with director Wes 
Anderson and scores movies like 
"Rushmore" and "The Royal 
Tenenbaums."The Smith's front-
man Morrissey released a brand 
new album, "Years of Refusal," 
and is a headliner at southern 
California's Coachella Music 
Festival. The Smith's guitarist 
Johnny Marr toured with Modest 
Mouse for the past several years, 
just recently splitting with the 
band. Now is the perfect time 
to experience the musicians that 
s h a p e d  
modem pop music. 
What else makes '80s music 
more than just quirky and 
silly? '80s bands like the Talk­
ing Heads, The Cars and Devo 
pioneered a music genre called 
New Wave, which evolved from 
'70s punk as a new form of pop 
music. New Wave also sparked 
the birth of MTV with its pop 
songs set to video background. 
New Wave is still important 
today with bands like The Faint, 
Franz Ferdinand,and The Killers 
drawing most of their influence 
from the genre. 
New Wave may have domi­
nated the early '80s but it was 
hardly the only influential music 
that arose from this decade. By 
the mid 80s, alternative rock 
bands like The Smiths and The 
Cure hit the music scene and 
paved the way for bands like Nir­
vana. Alternative rockers took 
New Wave 
song and molded it with a more 
guitar based style. 
Diagramming music's "who 
influenced who" is a tedious 
and near impossible task, but 
the point of a basic analysis is 
to understand the importance 
and scope of music evolution. 
Hopefully the conclusion drawn 
is that '80s music is much more 
than just the soundtrack from 
"Revenge of the Nerds." You do 
not need a retro style to appreci­
ate the value of influential music. 
Anyone who enjoys music has 
a multitude of reasons to thank 
the 1980s, whether it's for kill­
ing the radio star or popularizing 
indie icon, Morrissey. 
To find out what type of '80s 
music fan you are, ask yourself 
why you like David Bowie. 
If your answer is that David 
Bowie was in the movie "Laby­
rinth," then you're just a big 
Muppets fan. If your 
answer is that David 
Bowie's work with 
Brian Eno in Berlin 
laid the groundwork 
for '80s New Wave 
and Post-Punk, then 
you're a music snob. 
If your answer is 
both of these, then 
you are a true '80s 
music fan. 
performs eclectic set at San Diego's SOMA 
ings, Bird featured his talent as 
a violinist, guitarist and com­
poser even before the rest of 
his band stepped on stage. Once 
joined with another guitarist, 
a bassist and a drummer, Bird 
really kicked off his set by play­
ing "Masterswarm" from his 
new album. Soon enough, even 
the coolest of indie kids in the 
crowd couldn't help but sway to 
his subtle dancey melodies. 
What made this particular 
show special was the way in 
which Bird was able to utilize 
elements of performance, which 
if used by other people might 
come off as a cheap gimmick, 
but fit perfectly for him and 
worked to his advantage. 
His use of loop pedals wasn't 
to earn him cool points (although 
they did), rather they allowed 
him to play along by himself 
and orchestrate layers of music 
that made it sound like he was 
supported by a full band. 
When he wasn't captivating 
the crowd with his music, Bird 
charmed his fans between sets 
with wry comments and his 
modest stage presence. Unfor­
tunately, about three fourths of 
the way through his set, Bird 
ran into some technical difficul­
ties, but he managed to remain 
composed. While waiting for 
the problem to be fixed, he even 
answered some requests and 
played "Dr. Stringz," a song 
he performed for a children's 
television show on the Noggin 
network. 
The high points of the show 
included the beefy baseline and 
clarinet solo in "Not a Robot 
but a Ghost." Loney Dear, a 
Swedish band who opened for 
Bird, revisited the stage to play 
along with the melancholy yet 
inspiring "Privateers." 
After playing most of the 
songs from "Noble Beast," Bird 
wound down the show with the 
sexy sound of "Imitosis" and 
"Tables and Chairs" from two 
of his earlier albums. 
Overall Bird delivered a 
beautiful performance and gath­
ered a dedicated crowd. Next 
time however, I suggest he play 
a different venue. Had the show 
been the same sans the technical 
difficulties and 12-year-old hip­
sters, it would've been perfect. 
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What is your favorite song? 
&.J 
"One More Time' 
Daft Punk 
Morgan Taylor, '10 Joe Ellis, '11 Ellie Cutting, '11 
"Closer" 






I'm not sure when my fas­
cination with action movies 
began, but give me a half decent 
shooting scene, throw in a car 
chase here or there and finish it 
off with a witty lead actor who 
thinks with his gun, not his 
head and I'm the happiest gal 
in the theater. With that being 
said, I've seen a lot of action 
films, and "The International" 
definitely surpassed my expec­
tations. 
Clive Owen stars as Interpol 
agent Louis Salinger alongside 
New York assistant attorney, 
Eleanor Whitman, played by 
Naomi Watts.The duo surprised 
me by not getting romantically 
involved as they work together 
on an investigation of the Inter­
national Bank of Business and 
Credit (IBBC). 
The IBBC is secretly financ­
ing terrorism in multiple coun­
tries with strictly monetary 
interests. Like any high per­
forming crooked international 
organization, they have a hand 
in just about any police force 
across the globe and don't 
mind knocking off anyone who 
gets too close to the truth. This 
makes Whitman and Salinger 
second guess who they can 
trust, and their moves must be 
strategic in order to close the 
case without being shutdown 
by international red tape. 
After a truly epic shoot out 
show down in the Guggenheim 
Museum of New York, Salinger 
starts to realize that his ideals 
of justice and truth are unach­
ievable when working with 
self-interested public officials. 
He goes for plan B, one of 
my favorite ways to get things 
done, vigilante justice. 
THEATER & FILM 
Students come together to celebrate Dada theater 
BRYN EVERETT 
GtJFST WRITFR 
Last night, today and tomor­
row night students can attend 
a yearly tradition in the USD 
Theatre Arts department known 
as student labs. Student labs 
are an event where students 
are responsible for directing, 
producing and acting in one 
act plays. One acts are shorter 
plays that allow for to be done 
in the performance as well as 
opportunities to have many 
more participants. 
This year the student labs 
are based off the movement 
known as dada. Dada is an art 
movement which emerged out 
of the destruction and disil­
lusionment of World War I. In 
an effort to break convention, 
it established itself as art that 
challenges preconceived no­
tions of what art was supposed 
to be and what it can do. The 
dada movement was purposely 
overwhelming and unsettling 
to get a visceral reaction from 
its audience. 
With this show, the directors 
wanted to celebrate what dada 
was trying to do, in the short 
time it existed, but also trying 
to frame it in a more palatable 
format by using the works writ-
WORD ON THE STREET 
ten by David Ives. David Ives' 
work is known for its wit and 
comedic timing. There are five 
plays that will be performed: 
Enigma Variations; Captive Au­
dience; Words, Words, Words; 
Sure Thing and Time Flies. The 
five plays are being performed 
amidst original work con­
ceived by five students in the 
show. The original work opens 
up a dialogue of how dada can 
be discussed today. Their per­
formances focus not just on 
words but on dialogue as well. 
"This whole process has been 
really exciting. It has been so 
collaborative as well as experi­
mental. To me, art 
is about pushing 
boundaries so it 
has been a plea­
sure to explore all 
these things with 
my cast mates," 
senior Andrew 
Steele said who is 
directing the origi­
nal pieces between 
the five one acts. 
"Working on 
this has really 
been exciting," 
senior Taylor 
Wycoff said "As 
a senior it is actu­
ally my first time 
being involved in student labs. 
I have attended them all and it 
has been amazing to work with 
this senior class. The six direc­
tors are all seniors and theatre 
arts majors; Kristie Kahlweiss, 
Bryana Pickford, Stacey 
Hardke, Soroya Rowley, Kyle 
Beck and Andrew Steele have 
all really transformed them­
selves into talented artists." 
With the large number 
of students involved in the 
production and the humor­
ous material it promises, it is 
clear why the sign-ups for the 
free seats are already full. Ev­
eryone involved is hoping as 
many people as possible get 
to see the show. "Throughout 
this process I have been fortu­
nate enough to see what an all 
student ensemble can create 
and this has really turned into 
a high quality show that feels 
like a professional production" 
junior Bryce Davis said. 
Student labs start at 7:30 
p.m. in the Black Box The­
atre (Camino 131) tonight and 
tomorrow night. If you do not 
have a seat reserved show up 
early, stand in line, and you 
may still be fortunate enough 
to be in the audience and expe­
rience this unique event. 
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"I felt like I was in Indiana 
Jones' House...or a museum," 
reads the entry of a particu­
larly fanciful blogger on Yelp, 
com. Not a description that 
would generally fit your aver­
age coffee shop, but then again, 
Cafe Bassam isn't your average 
coffee shop. 
Located on 5th Avenue (be­
tween Quince and Redwood) 
in Bankers Hill, Bassam is a 
hybrid. It's a tea room, a wine 
bar, a coffee joint, an antique 
showroom, an eatery and a 
Parisianesque cafe all in one. 
I'm a fan of diversification and 
the peculiar; I'm also a fine of 
buying local. Bassam allows me 
all three. 
On the walls hang antique 
rifles, swords, astrolabes, paint­
ings and drawings. Indiana 
Jones could indeed make his 
home here, as could Ernest 
Hemingway, Allan Quatermain 
or Gertrude Stein. It has the spe­
cial quality of evoking a time 
long passed, an era free of brain 
numbing technology and mass 
production. 
The cafe takes the name of its 
owner, a friendly gent sporting a 
fedora who you'll usually find in 
residence. The staff, much like 
the shop, is relaxed and welcom­
ing. They encourage visitors to 
find a seat and pay later, and will 
bring you your fodder. 
Along with coffee and espres­
so drinks, you'll find a massive 
array of loose leaf teas (try the 
chai) and numerous other op­
tions. The food is simple and 
suitable, ranging from soups and 
sandwiches to fresh pastries. 
Bassam is a great place to do 
some writing or homework, and 
is open until 12 p.m. on week­
days and later on the weekends. 
The music isn't obtrusive; it's 
good stuff, ranging from t-monk 
jazz to cabaret. 
Balboa Park is just down the 
street, and the Spruce Street 
Suspension Bridge is nearby as 
well, so you can get your stuff 
to go and enjoy the outdoors if 
you so please. 
It's nice to know that San 
Diego has hidden gems like 
Bassam, places you can feel 
close to. Different is good, as is 
supporting local business. Give 
it a shot. 
Mamma Mia serves up Italian cuisine 
JULIE WALSH 
STAFF WRITFR 
"Mamma Mia's non e l'unico 
ristorante italiano a San Diego, 
ma e un pezzo di Italia" Fran­
cesco Mezzetti said, the owner 
of Mamma Mia. Translation: 
Mamma Mia's is not the only 
Italian restaurant in San Diego, 
but it is a piece of Italy. Fran­
cesco and his wife, Cinzia, came 
from Orvieto, a small town in 
Italy, and opened the restaurant 
in April 2007. Cinzia works the 
kitchen while Francesco works 
the house. 
When you first walk in, 
Francesco is the first person you 
notice. He moves at approxi­
mately the speed of light, is 
constantly greeting and shouting 
with his raspy voice and Italian 
accent and runs around to each 
table to personally make sure 
everyone is enjoying their ex­
perience. Francesco and Cinzia 
personally go out and buy the 
ingredients used in their dishes 
to ensure quality and freshness. 
Look closely for this gem 
because the location makes it 
a bit hard to reach. From the 
outside it looks as though it is 
an Italian restaurant undercover 
as a cute San Diego cafe. It is 
an old converted house with an 
orange-y color on the outside. 
However, the hustle and bustle 
of the inside (mainly created 
by hyper-active Francesco), 
the 100 percent authentic Ital­
ian waitstaff and the black and 
white photos of their past in 
Italy truly create a full Italian 
experience. 
I started with a glass of Gavi, 
an imported Italian white wine, 
which I now wish was sold at 
Ralph's. The restaurant also 
allows guests to bring their own 
bottle of their favorite wine to 
enjoy with dinner for a corkage 
fee of $7. 
As far as the meal goes, I 
ordered the gnocchi in aurora 
sauce topped with fresh moz-
zarella. I would highly recom­
mend it. It's the most popular 
item on the menu and is Cinzia's 
favorite. Cinzia does all of her 
cooking from scratch and rolls 
the gnocchi by hand, which 
is evident in the quality of the 
pasta and proved to be delicious 
down to the very last bite. 
If you are looking for authen­
tic homemade Italian cuisine, 
the entertainment of a busy Ital­
ian man in motion and a family-
owned restaurant that stresses 
that the customer always comes 
first then this is your place. 
Mamma Mia truly loves in­
troducing San Diegans to the 
traditional Italian life. Besides 
the delicious meals, Mammia 
Mia also offers cooking classes 
with Cinzia as well as special 
events that incorporate dinner 
and language lessons. Check 
out the website for postings on 
current events if you are looking 
for a little Italian enlightenment 
beyond dinner. 
Mamma Mia 
1932 Balboa Avenue, San 
Diego CA 92109 
Phone: 858-272-2702 
Tue-Sun 11 a.m. - 10 p.m. 
SAN DIEGO EVENTS CALENDAR 
Feb 19 , 
i f ;  I .  F \ J ?  
Neiman Marcus in Fashion Valley 
View the latest from the Giorgio Armani Spring 
Collection. 
7 p.m. All Ages, $22.50 - $25 
House of Blues, 1055 Fifth Avenue 
hob.com 
Sycuan Presents The Game with Clyde Carson 
and Nipsey Hustle 
8 p.m. All Ages, $27.50 - $30 
House of Blues, 1055 Fifth Avenue 
hob.com 
Sycuan Presents Gin Blossoms & Tonic 
8 p.m. 21+w/id $22.50-$30 




Super Diamond with Urban Gypsys 
9 p.m. 21+ $ 18/Adv, $20 
Belly Up, 143 Cedros Ave 
bellyup.com 
The Greybeards (Featuring Chief of Public Safety-
Larry Barnett) 
9 p.m., FREE 
Aromas Coffeehouse in Maher 
myspace.com/httpwwwmyspacecomgreybeards 
Mardi Gras Celebration 
6 p.m. - Midnight 
Gaslamp Quarter in downtown SD 
Have fun at this year's Mardi Gras Parade! Enter 
your best Mardi Gras Costume and win double 
your weight in cash! 
Feb 25 
T/rl 11 ifinrvJ 
One Drop, Tribal Theory, Revival, Maitland Roots 
Sound System 
DJ Rude Roots & Bobby Dread 
9 p.m. 21+$10/Adv, $12 
Canes Bar & Grill, 3105 Ocean Front Walk, canes-
barandgrill.com 
After Midnight Project w/ Goodnight Caulfield, 
Good Morning Milo, WestFire & Bitter 
7 p.m. All Ages, $ 10/Adv 
Soma, 3350 Sports Arena Boulevard 
somasandiego.com 
Dolce & Gabbana Trunk Show 
11 a.m. - 4 p.m. 
Nordstrom in Fashion Valley 
See the latest collection from Dolce & Gabbana. 
Feb 23 
Giorgio Armani Trunk Show 
10 a.m.-4 p.m. 
Sycuan Presents Danzig w/ Winds of Plague, 
Revolution Mother & Last House on the Left 
To request that an event be placed in the calen­
dar, please contact Mkastner@usdvista.com. 
I 
Feb 24 
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A pair of shoes can change 
your life; just ask Cinderella, 
or that Iraqi journalist Mun-
tadhar al-Ziadi. Footwear is a 
favorite of fairy-godmothers 
and the foreign press when it 
comes to leaving a mark on 
the past. So it makes sense 
that the industry's hottest shoe 
line, LDtuttle, is designed by 
a Princeton graduate with a 
degree in history. 
Tiffany Tuttle, 31, left col­
lege with a passion for cou­
ture, enrolling in the Fashion 
Institute of Technology. After 
receiving her second degree, 
this one in fashion design, she 
worked at Givenchy, Paris and 
Rebecca Taylor, New York. 
While working on runway 
shows for three years, she 
decided she wanted to pursue 
shoes and thus enrolled in 
school for the third time, this 
one specializing in shoes and 
located in Milan. But this 
hardworking and well-rounded 
woman is no princess. 
Tuttle shies away from the 
typical glass slipper. "I like 
things that are a bit rougher, 
not perfect, girly or pretty," 
Tuttle said. But because of her 
extensive schooling they are 
classic and well constructed. 
"They are based in concept 
design, with a focus on silhou­
ette. But I think something that 
is a bit messed up more is more 
interesting than something that 
is more perfect." 
Her line is duly influenced by 
the two places she spends most 
of her time: Milan, the location 
of her shoe factory, and Los 
Angeles, where she currently 
resides. Milan is a mecca for 
classic style, visually opposite 
of the new-obsessed culture of 
California. But Tuttle draws 
from each. 
"If I had to spend all my 
time here I would be super 
sick of it, but L.A. is a really 
visual culture - architecture, 
landscape." 
In reality this city is much 
like her shoes. 
"It's mixed: mountains, 
ocean, urban and pure cement. 
Some people think it is hideous 
but I love it! There is such a 
bazaar mix of 
things and tex­
tures. The city 
takes textures 
and smooshes 
them, coming up 
with something 
new." 




but Milan which 
shapes her style, 
and this combi­
nation is what 




tion at RVCA. 
Wasson is a 
former model with a self de­
scribed personal style deemed 
"frumpy sexiness." She bought 
a pair of Turtle's shoes in Los 
Angeles and was hooked. But 

















l e c t i o n  ,  
w h i c h  
f e a t u r e d  
two styles 
in fall and 
months, is perfect for the styl­
ish student. 
As they say, "if the shoe fits, 
wear it!" And if it doesn't fit? 









A A C DFSIGNFR 
I went onto my Facebook a 
few weeks ago and was doing 
my normal amount of perusing 
photos and status updates when 
I was suddenly jarred from 
my peaceful state upon spying 
this: "Tracy is wondering if she 
doesn't pay her taxes the prez 
will give her a cabinet position 
too!" I'm not quite sure what is 
the worst part of this situation 
is - the fact that my mom is 
making her political thoughts 
known via her Facebook status, 
or the fact that not only is she 
on Facebook in the first place, 
she actually knows what she is 
doing. She no longer gets con­
fused when I talk about a wall 
post, and instead tells me about 
who from Arcadia High School 
class of '76 she's just found on 
Facebook. Like it's normal or 
something. 
I long for the days when 
Facebook was for college stu­
dents only, and the occasional 
high school senior had joined 
as well. It was a place far from 
the MySpace riff-raff, and it 
felt like home. It was a place 
my parents didn't really under­
stand, and that was just fine. 
Now, with the parental infesta­
tion on high, it's clear that Fa­
cebook will never be the same. 
Obviously, this is all very 
distressing to me. My poor 
roommates had to listen to me 
complain for a day about my 
issues with my mom's Face-
book. I know I'm not the only 
one whose parents now have a 
Facebook, so I really shouldn't 
be whining. But seriously - her 
favorite quote is "God Bless 
America," and among her in­
terests are "old people" and 
"alternative medicine." 
So mad props to Chelsea 
Robinson for finding the site 
that I now go to for emotional 
support: myparentsjoinedfa­
cebook .com. The site itself is 
pretty plain, and in large bold 
letters it says "Oh Crap. My 
Parents Joined Facebook." 
Basically, you send in your 
mom's, dad's or awkward 
family friend's embarrassing 
statuses or wall posts, and it is 
hilarious. It also makes me feel 
less alone when I am reminded 
that I'm not the only one who 
has a parent that has awkwardly 
joined Facebook. 
So for all of you whose 
parents have joined, I salute 
you, stand strong, for I know 
it's weird. The next time they 
arrive in your mini-feed, pub­
licly comment on your wall or 
worse, when they comment on 
your friend's walls (on behalf 
of Tracy, sorry guys). In the 
meantime, I will be working 
on hacking into my mom's 
account and if not terminating 
her account altogether, at least 







I am one of those people 
who like to use the winter 
break to crack open all of 
the books that I waited all of 
fall semester to read. With 
the rainy days that had been 
plaguing us during the break, 
I quickly read through these 
books. So, I walked into 
Borders, dodged the vampire 
paraphernalia, and went up 
to the first employee that I 
could find in order to ask for a 
recommendation. She named 
Andrew Davidson's debut 
novel "The Gargoyle" as her 
favorite recent read. Deciding 
that if I truly hated the book I 
could always return it, I made 
the purchase and took the book 
home with me. 
The novel's narrator, a 
seemingly morally bankrupt 
atheist, suffers from extreme 
burn damage from a car ac­
cident while under the influ­
ence of drugs. His injuries and 
time in the hospital have left 
him with heavy medical bills, 
forcing him to file for bank­
ruptcy. Just as he determines 
that he will commit suicide 
as soon as he is released from 
the hospital, he meets a quite 
obviously mentally unstable 
woman named Marianne 
Engel. She is convinced that 
they were once lovers in 13th 
century Germany. Despite her 
instability, he looks forward to 
her visits because she, unlike 
everyone else, does not shrink 
away from his appearance or 
consider him some kind of 
problem waiting to be solved. 
While drawn into the story 
by the cynical and humorous 
narration, I was equally put 
off with the graphic details of 
his time spent in the burn ward 
seeing as though I do not have 
much of a stomach for such 
things. I was also deterred 
with his crude descriptions 
of women. However, David­
son does weave an incredibly 
absorbing story of one man's 
journey to spirituality and bet­
tering himself. 
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NBA All Star Game lives 
up to the hype 
RAYMOND AYALA, SPORTS EDITOR 
The NBA All-Star weekend came 
and went and let me tell you, it was 
most amusing. People look at the All-
Star Game as just a big offensive exhi­
bition where all the celebrities turn out. 
This year for the first time in my life, 1 
decided to sit down and watch the entire 
Ail-Star Weekend and not just the All-
Star Game and the Slam Dunk Contest. 
The city of Phoenix was an excellent 
choice to host this game. The city itself 
is one of those big-little cities that is 
friendly to all visitors. 
It began on Friday night with the 
NB ARookie-Sophomore challenge .The 
game featured some of the best rookies 
in the NBA coached by Dwayne Wade 
and the best second year players as well, 
coached by Dwight Howard. Before this 
game, 1 knew Kevin Durant was good, 
but I did not know he was that good! 
Durant was making it rain like Pacman 
Jones at a gentlemen's club. Every time 
Durant touched the ball it was a shock 
if he didn't make a basket. Durant had 
his official coming out party during this 
All-Star Game after being snubbed. It 
looks like the Oklahoma City Thunder 
formerly known as the Seattle Super-
Sonics, may have found a modern day 
Shawn Kemp. 
On Saturday, the fun really began. 
The day started out with the Haier 
Shooting Stars Contest, which saw 
team Detroit take the title home. I'm not 
going to lie, this event was boring and it 
can be skipped next year. After that, the 
Three-Point Shootout saw that an under-
i 
away from defending champion, Jason 
Kapono. The main event of the evening 
was a great dunk contest that featured 
little man Nate Robinson and big man 
Howard. If they were playing a game 
of horse, it would have been a blowout, 
but this was a dunk contest and little 
5-foot-8-ifich Robinson did not disap­
point. Howard flew around the basket 
in his Superman gear and was soon 
countered by Nate "Mr. Kryptonite" 
Robinson. When Robinson decided to 
jump over his opponent Howard, I was 
floored. When Robinson actually did 
jump over the 7-foot Howard, no words 
can describe that. 
The game itself was what it usually 
is: no defense and all offense. There 
were many players that played well, 
but the reunion of Shaq and Kobe took 
center stage. These former teammates 
were shooting well, passing the ball 
well and ripping down boards like it 
was the NBA finals. Watching Kobe 
and Shaq together again was a lot of 
fun, even though I used to hate it many 
years ago. 
Women's basketball struggles at home 
LMU Lions and Pepperdine Waves suffocate Torero offense 
SCOTT DENAULT 
STAFF WRITFR 
Loyola Marymount and Pepperdine 
held the USD women's basketball team 
in check twice this week. At the begin­
ning of both games, the Toreros looked 
strong, but were unable to capitalize on 
late opportunities. 
Despite having four players in 
double-digit points, the Toreros lost 
Thursday's game to the LMU Lions 
by a score of 65-59. With this loss, the 
lady Toreros fell to 14-10 overall, but 
remained in a tie for fourth place in the 
WCC with a 5-5 record. 
In the first half of the game, USD 
took an early lead against the Lions by 
jumping out to a 12-6 lead. The Toreros 
were then stunned when the Lions came 
back with a 17-4 run of their own. This 
gave them a 21-16 lead with just over 
six minutes left in the first half. The To­
reros then responded by evening up the 
score at 24-24 to end the half. 
The beginning of the second half was 
point after point by both teams before 
LMU ignited a 14-6 run. The run gave 
the Lions a commanding lead that they 
needed. The Lions built the score up 
before the Toreros made a run of their 
own. However, this run fell short as the 
Lions defeated the Toreros by a final 
score of 65-59. 
Sam Child led the Toreros in scor­
ing with a 16-point performance while 
going 7-of-15 from the floor. Child was 
followed by Kiva Herman, Domin­
ique Conners and Amber Sprague, 
who all tallied up double-digit 
points. 
On Saturday, the Toreros played 
host to another conference rival in the 
Pepperdine Waves. 
The Toreros came 
out hungry trying to 
avenge their loss to 
LMU. However, the 
Waves proved to be 
too much. 
The first half was back and forth for 
almost the entire time producing 12 
lead changes and six ties. 
This slugfest continued until the 
Toreros sparked a run, taking the lead 
24-20 with only four minutes and 24 
seconds to go in the half. Just as this 
lead would appear to hold through 
the half, Pepperdine put together 
a run of their own, ending the half 
with a 32-28 lead over the 
Toreros. 
The second half start­
ed with the Toreros 
pulling themselves 
back into the game 
with a tie on jump­
ers by Herman and 
Conners. Pepperdine 
then took control of the 
game and never looked 
back by putting together 
a 14-0 run to defeat the 
Toreros, giving them 
their second loss this 
weekend. 
Herman led the 
Toreros in points 
with 17 while shoot­
ing 6-of-15 from the 
floor. Child added 
in 14 points of her 
own and Conners 
rounded out the 
scoring leaders by 
adding 11 points 
to the Toreros 
t o t a l .  
W i t h  
t h e 
loss, the Toreros fell to 14-11 
overall and 5-6 in WCC play. 
The women's basketball 
team will look to rebound 
from two tough losses and 
will play host to Saint 
Mary's College on Satur­
day, Feb. 21 in their final 
home game of the season. The tip-
off is scheduled for 2 p.m. 
RYAN BRENNANAHE VISTA 
(Top) Senior guard Kiva Herman scored 
in double figures, but her excellent play 
was not enough. Herman led a couple of 
comebacks, but the team still fell short. 
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Men's lacrosse opens up 2009 season with crucial victories 
HALLIE HUSTON 
STAFF WRITFR 
The Toreros came up big this week­
end winning two men's lacrosse games, 
one against Gonzaga University and 
the other against the University of Las 
Vegas. The rain and Valentine's Day 
did not distract the team; they were 
determined to win and are on a three-
game winning streak. There is a large 
senior class this season that will bring 
forth their experience and talent on 
the road to winning another National 
Championship. 
Since the USD men's lacrosse pro­
gram started in 1986. The Toreros have 
captured five-conference champion­
ships and have sent over 23 players to 
play on All-Conference and All-Amer-
ican teams. In 2005 and 2006, the team 
won its first ever Division II National 
Championship, back-to-back. 
Starting the year off on the right foot, 
Ben Tilton, senior attacker and captain, 
led the team to their first victory over 
UC Irvine on Feb. 7. This past Friday 
night in pouring rain, the Toreros out­
played Gonzaga, beating them 11-7. 
Even though the Toreros came out 
on top, senior Matt Paur made it clear 
that his team is not used to cold weath­
er. "The rain definitely had an impact 
on our slow start at the beginning of 
the match," Paur said. "When the field 
is wet, it makes stick throws harder to 
achieve. We had to concentrate more 
on the little things." 
Paur knows concentration is key. 
He plays "long stick middie" position 
DANIELLE STROJINK/THE VISTA 
The lacrosse team looks on as they defeat Gonzaga 11-7. The team was led by senior Ben Tilton on the field. The next day the 
Toreros took on UNLV and defeated them 17-7. Both games were played at home on Manchester Field. 
which, just like the title implies, allows 
the player to use a longer lacrosse stick. 
That is not the only perk as a midfielder, 
he gets to both attack and defend. This 
position is starting to become one of the 
most desired in the lacrosse world. 
For the next match which took place 
Saturday, Valentine's Day, the Toreros 
showed the University of Las Vegas no 
love. They smashed the Rebels 17-7. 
There was no rain, only sunshine for 
these men. The field was pretty much 
dried up after the downpour at their last 
match. The game was played at USD's 
Manchester Field. 
UNLV is off to a rough start this 
season for they have a young squad 
with only three seniors. They lost their 
first two games against Claremont and 
Arizona, 7-19 and 8-21. UNLV is a divi­
sion rival for the Toreros and going into 
the match they were ready for a tough 
battle. They started off slow again in 
the first quarter and then had a 10 to 
one run to finish up the game. "UNLV 
is a quality team and they usually put 
up a good match, but we worked hard 
as a team and individually, so we ended 
up having a very successful weekend," 
Paur said. 
The next men's lacrosse game is Feb. 
21 against the University of California, 
Berkeley. So far, the Berkeley Bears 
have played UC Davis, Dominican, 
Oregon State and USC. This will be a 
great challenge for the Toreros. Their 
motto is "Strength and Honor" and 
hopefully they can keep their hot start 
alive by taking down the Cal Bears. 
Prospects are the hot story as Spring Training begins 
Matt Wieters, Elvis Andrus and Jordan Zimmerman are all players to keep an eye on 
JENNIFER MELLO 
STAFF WRITFR 
As Spring Training gets closer and 
closer and teams are ready to start 
camp, the question is: What new­
comers will be on the scene ready to 
possibly be on a 25 man roster? As of 
now, there are still many free agents 
out there who are eagerly waiting for 
a call, especially with the status of 
today's economy. 
The big name that everyone is 
talking about this spring comes from 
the Baltimore Orioles camp and it is 
catcher Matt Wieters, It seems as if 
every time someone talks about pros­
pects for this upcoming season, he is 
at the top of everyone's list. Wieters 
was the number one hitter on the Top 
50 Prospects heading into this 2009 
season and was the Minor League 
Hitter of the Year in 2008. Prospects 
and coaches are calling him the "real 
deal" in every facet of the game. He 
has the best shot of all the prospect to 
make the squad. 
Another big name is Elvis Andrus 
with the Texas Rangers. Andrus has 
been the youngest player everywhere 
he has gone, yet he plays beyond his 
age. The Rangers have generally been 
ranked as one of the best in terms of 
talent and Andrus is the main reason 
for that. 
Many other teams have also re­
loaded during the off-season. When 
talking about the Washington Nation­
als, there are a couple of interesting 
names that come up. Scott Olsen is 
now with the team as part of a trade 
with the Florida Marlins and the 
left-handed starter agreed to terms 
of a one-year, $2.8 million contract. 
The 25-year-old pitcher has thrown 
at least 175 innings over the last 
three seasons, tallying 30 starts and 
is ranked in the Top Five National 
League Left-Handers in wins, starts, 
innings and strikeouts. The Nationals 
also landed marquee free agent Adam 
Dunn, signing him to a two-year, 
$20 million contract. A National's 
prospect to keep an eye on is the 
Canadian born Jordon Zimmerman. 
Zimmerman got a non-roster invite 
into camp and has a legitimate shot 
at breaking camp in the rotation for 
the team. 
The infamous New York Yankees 
are also preparing for camp amid 
the A-Rod steroid allegations. The 
club looked to reload for spring by 
writing over $400 million in checks. 
There are some worried fans with the 
injuries of Jorge Posada and Hideki 
Matsui. Kevin Cash has been picked 
up as a free agent and will 
probably be an insurance 
player in Triple-A. Apart 
from these two players, 
Francisco Cervelli also 
appeared with the team 
last September and is 
a possibility for the big 
leagues again this 
year. Yankee 
fans think there 
will be a massive-












look to defend 
their championship. In hopes of 
doing this, the Phillies locked up 
Ryan Howard for another three 
years. The $54 million contract 
keeps the MVP slugger with the 
Phillies until the year 2011. The 
29-year-old played in every game 
during the Phillies 2008 cham­
pionship season, slugging 
a major league leading 48 
home runs and driving in 
146 runs. Howard's home 
run and RBI totals over 
the last three seasons are 
the best in baseball. The 
first baseman was league 
MVP back in 2006 and 
won the Rookie of the Year 
award the previous year. 
^Howard will look to help the 
'Phillies defend the title for the 
second year in a row. Howard 
will need to play a big role on 
the 2009 team, otherwie a repeat 
seems far-fetched. 
MARISS WINKLER/THE VISTA 
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Toreros men's tennis opens up spring play with wins 
Toreros improve their overall record to 3-3 thanks to the experience of Dean Jackson 
RYAN SIDHOO 
STAFF WRITER 
The new doubles duo of sophomore 
Dean Jackson and senior Chris Coetzee 
set the tone early as the Toreros defeat­
ed the University of Hawaii during last 
Tuesday's home opener. 
Jackson and Coetzee came out 
poised and focused as they easily de­
feated Hawaii's tandem of Jeff Fitch 
and Leo Rosenberg, 8-3. 
"Dean and I have never played to­
gether before, but we settled pretty 
early on in the match and were able to 
compliment one another well," Coetzee 
said. 
Whenever Hawaii made a push, 
Jackson and Coetzee would huddle 
up, talk strategy and then pull through, 
shutting the door on Hawaii whenever 
they gained momentum. 
"I feel like it could be the start of a 
great partnership. I would love to make 
NCAA for doubles," Coetzee said. 
In other doubles action, the South 
African pair of Charl Wolmarans and 
Juan Devillier clinched the doubles 
point for USD with a close 8-5 victory. 
The Achilles' heel of the team has 
been the play of the lower lineup during 
singles matches. 
The top half of the lineup comprised 
of Jackson, Coetzee and Wolmarans, 
who all pulled through with victories 
in singles play. 
"If Chris, Charl and I are all healthy, 
we aren't going to lose our matches be­
cause we all have experience playing 
in pressure situations," Jackson said. 
Jackson beat the 56th ranked and all 
Western Athletic Conference first team 
member Dennis Lajola, 6-3,6-2. 
This puts a lot of pressure on sopho­
more Nils Schive, as he is the most 
experienced player in the lower lineup 
and is expected to finish the job that 
the top half of the lineup has started. 
"I get nervous sometimes, but I hear 
the guys rallying me on and I don't 
want to let them down," Schive said, 
who was able to control his nerves as 
he clinched the match with a win over 
junior Spence Mendoza 6-4,6-2. 
The Toreros followed up their suc­
cess at home with a 6-1 victory over 
the Cal Poly Mustangs on Saturday. 
"It was good that we rode the mo­
mentum from our last home win into 
this one and came out strong. We have 
to take advantage of playing on our 
court," Schive said. 
The Toreros improved to 3-3 on the 
year with their wins last week. The 
Toreros will take on SDSU today and 
then they will travel to Arizona this 
week to take on the 40th ranked Ari­
zona Wildcats and the 26th Texas Tech 
Red Raiders. 
Sophomore Dean Jackson won his singles match 6-4, 6-1. He returned later in 
day to pair with senior Chris Coetzee and won their doubles match 8-6. 
basketball suffers unexpected losses to lowly foes Men's 
ALCHA STRANE 
STAFF WRITFR 
It was a rough week for the Torero 
men's basketball team as they lost 
to both Loyola Marymount and Pep-
perdine. The men traveled up north in 
hopes of continuing their two-game 
winning streak to face the fighting 
Loyola Lions (2-23 overall, 1-8 West 
Coast Conference), who have lost 30 of 
their last 31 games. The Toreros fought 
hard and rallied back from being down 
10 points with 55 seconds to spare, but 
the rally came too late, as they were 
only able to get four points before time 
ran out. 
The Lions held the Toreros to shoot­
ing 36.4 percent from the field, while 
forcing 15 turnovers from the Toreros. 
The shining Toreros of the game were 
Gyno Pomare, Trumaine Johnson and 
Rob Jones, who all scored in double-
digits for the team; Jones recorded a 
double-double, scoring 14 points and 
pulling down 11 rebounds. 
The loss left the Toreros at 13-12 on 
the season and 5-5 in WCC play. They 
looked to rebound from the defeat and 
continue their three-game road tour to 
face the Pepperdine Waves on Saturday 
afternoon at the Firestone Fieldhouse 
(8-18 overall, 5-5 WCC). 
Once again, the Toreros' rally fell 
short as Jones hit a three-pointer to 
bring the team within two points with 
only 32 seconds remaining. 
The Toreros came out fighting hard, 
establishing an 11-point lead in the first 
half, but Pepperdine continued to edge 
the Toreros, going on an 18-3 run and 
taking the lead to go into halftime. 
The Toreros only found the lead once 
more in the second half and pulled close 
to the Waves to try and pull out the win, 
but their efforts were not strong enough 
to hold off the Pepperdine victory. 
As before, Jones led the team with 
13 points and seven rebounds, while 
Danny Brown was the only other Torero 
in double-digits, contributing 11 points, 
including three 3-pointers. 
"We had a good start against Pep­
perdine, but weren't able to finish it out. 
In both games we got out rebounded, 
which is a big key in any loss," sopho­
more Devin Ginty said. "Although we 
struggled over the weekend, we are 
hopeful and look toward the future. We 
hope the rest of our games help prepare 
us for Conference Championships." 
The Toreros will face St. Mary's 
for their last road game of conference 
play, then will return home for a three-
game home stand, which will include a 
Bracket Buster game against University 
of the Pacific. The game will take place 
Saturday, Feb. 21 at 6 p.m. in the Jenny 
Craig Pavilion. 
Sophomore forward Rob Jones (center) had a fantastic weekend in Los Angeles, de­
spite getting limited playing time. Junior guard De'Jon Jackson (left) struggled during 
the weekend and could not seem to find his shot. 
